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stop out o f  the way and lo t  them get by.
Tou would faavo done the seme tiling,
4. No, I would not have done tho same thing. And^l^x
was p o lice  o i f i c e r  1 would do d iffe re n t . You ju 3t stopped a round
and got out o f  th eir  way?
A. I stepped out of their way.
Aj,d le t  them go through and you never reported i t  to
a s in g le o f f i c e r  in th is  county or to  any one in this c ity ?
A. No, s ir .  *
*• Did you t e s t i fy  before the Grand Jury?
A. Yes, s i r .
<1. And did you t e s t i fy  as to that?
A. Yes, s ir . •
Q- And did you t e s t i fy  at the t r ia ls ?
A. I t e s t i f ie d  a t  one.
Q* On rtiat side o f  the case did you te s t ify ?
A. In the defense the la st t in e . .
CHAIRMAN: Any questions, Mr* f ie r c e ?
FURTHER EXAMINATION 3Y JUDGE rIEF.CE:
54* How many men were in each o f  these cars you saw?
A* It  looked as they were going by pretty fa s t .  It  looked
lik e  f iv e  to the cor.
ft* And you saw 8 cars?
A* Yes, s ir .
Q. Go through at the same time.
A. Right c lose  to the. other. \
Q. And you thought they were going out to that mine?
A. I knew in that d irection . -
ry You knew there was trouble at the mine?
A* Yes, s i r .
*■ • •
1 — .7  .
to
Q. You hoard two union miners had been b ille d ?
A. Yos,' s ir .  T hoard taerniffler^PI
4 . Hoc 1 i f  y&u :.r _ aeor. r» aan cone til on;' with x : : ; la r  
to o ls  in h is  hand end you had . eard in the afternoon 0 ban.; 
was going to bo robbed, would you molest that man?
A. Yea, s ir .
Vihy would you not molest tills man? bo you r.ot consider 
that murder v/buld be o f a l l t t l a  high c la ss  character than robbery? 
A. 1 think so*
4 . V/hy was i t  t. at you did not do anything as an o f f i c e r  in 
the way o f  reporting that. Let the au th orities  know what was gt.ing 
on. You were here where you got that inform ation. The other 
a u th orities  might not have gotten i t  because they were not on the 
s tr e e t . Why d id n 't  you communicate that, that cars loaded with 
men, w ith arms were going out to the mine. L ld n 't  you think that 
was your duty as an o f f i c e r ?
A liy duty as an o f f  leer  w as to keep peace inside cf the
e
corporation  o f Uarion and not o u tild e . I did not have any more 
r igh t than any other c it iz e n .
I f  you thought a murder was going to be committed and 
you heard i t  was to be committed outaido c f  the c ity , would Jt 
not be your d jty  to stop i t ?
A. A3 a c it iz e n  o f  the United S tates.
Q. 3ithout regard to being an o f f ic e r ?
A. L!y duty was here, in s id e .
Q. W ell, now, is  i t  not the fa ct that you d id  not make a
report, the fact that you were in sympathy with the move that
was going .on, that ybu knew was going on, that you had every
reason to b e lie v e  v.as going on and that they were going to  
A
resent the k i l l in g  o f those two union miners?
A. Yea, s i r .
. --•— t n^ ji .
A. I think so.
<i. Is^ h e ro . a y  other p os ition  wo can ju s t i fy  such conduct to?
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T e ll us what things that you can Ju stify  to neg lect to
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two man here a f  n ights, to .-.or* th ii  v/hole city  anu go a l l  over 
i t  Tor 12  ..ours ct a time and keep the c i t y  In a a tra ight ray , or 
try to u.oop i t  stra igh t, you have your hands fu l l  without g e ttin g  
out over the county. The te r r ito ry  here is  too large fo r .tw o  
or three men to  p a tro l. I t  13 as much as wo con do to  tra v e l 
12 hours and try to keep peace in  the town.
4 . Ayjd i f  you had known a crime was going to be ccccaitted 
w ith the work you had on your hands you could not have made any 
e f f o r t  to stop i t  because you had too much work?
A. I had no business to  do it*
3 . You did not have to  go out there, did you?
A. Ho, s i r .
a
ft. uouid you not have rep orted  i t  here in  the c i t y  to the 
a u th or itie s?
A. I might have done such a thing i f  I could fin d  th£m.
ft. Did you make any e f fo r t ?
A. Ho.
ft. D idn 't c a l l  anybody up?
A. Ho, s i r .
ft. You had reason to be liev e  the S ta te 's  Attorney was here?
A. I  suppose he was.
ft. You had reason to believe  the S h e r iff was here?
A# Yea, s ir .
ft. You ere w ithin a b lock  o f  the j a i l  where the S h e r iff  
resid ed  a l l  the time?
A. '.Veil part o f the time I was in a b lock  and part o f  the 
time on e -h a lf mile away.
ft. J e l l ,  I suppose i f  there were three murders committed
0
here in ^arion and you only had time to prevent two o f  them or
r  • —
take, care o f  two o f  them, that you would le t  the other go because
r  « -. -
you were crowded fo r  tim e, w ouldn 't you?
*
381
time you i.cvo and lo t  tho rest go? .
A. I be lieve  In talcing care o f v;hat I can, what I s  duty 
and lo t  the rect go.
4 . And you d id n 't  consider i t  your duty to report to anybody 
that these armed fo rces  were gathering in large numbers and going 
out where you knew there was trouble? You d idn 't Consider i t  
your duty to  report that to anybody?
A. I d id n 't  think 03 far as that was concerned i t  was my duty.
Q. You are over done with work without doing th at, weren't you?
A. i f  I had thought i t  was necessary to  fin d  the -Sheriff and 
n o t ify  him what h is duty was.
4. “ as i t  more important to go down and got the boys o f f  o f  the 
tra in  than i t  was to  head o f f  the guards? *
A. I could go down and do that.
You could have gone to the o f f ic e r s  as w e ll .
A. Would I lave found him there i f  I had?
Y u d id  not try . ..ade no e f f o r t .Cl
A. No, I did not try .
Q. I know what ought to happen to an o f f i c e r  lik e  you.
A. I t  might be. ^------
Q. And I think the people that read th is  report w il l  ioiow 
what ought to  happen to such o f f i c e r s  that were in charge o f  the 
a f fa ir s  here at the time th is  murder was committed. You were 
g u ilty  O» :rfrfrw>:xrrrlinyaymairwss:c3x n s h as much as the men who 
-committed the murder, evory one o f  you. That is  a l l .
EURTHKr. EXAMINATION BY IKE CHAEKAN 
Q. You say you talked with ilr. Bdrlngton A>out rumors that 
somebody wa3 going over to get the Legion guns?
t
A. Yes, s i r .  A *
‘4. Did you know that day that those men came over and tr ied  
to get those r i f l e s ?
A. Yes, s i r .  Colonel Hunter to ld  me when I v/ent to meet the
38 2 -10-
L ld n 't you <cnov; novr that a mob wont over and tr ie d  to got 
guna ana tr ie d  to fo rce  Mr. Kdrington to give thon up?
A. That ia what they t o ld  me.• ‘ 0
4 . That was about 6 o 'c lo ck ?
A* *ea, a ir .
4. And you knew that?
A. Yes, s ir .
4* Did he know who they were?
A. I aaked him but he said  they were a l l  atrangers to him.
4* Did you report that to the S h eriff?
A. llo, a ir .
4 . You d id n 't  report any o f  these fac“ts?
A. No, s ir .
4 . I f  those men had got those guna what would you have done? ^ 
A- I f  they had got then while I was there I could not have 
helped m yself.
4 . I f  you had been there when they cane, what would you have
done?
A. I would have arrested them.
4 . Why did you not arrest the fe llow s over a t  the pawn shop?
A. Thcs e fe llow s were standing p e r fe c tly  peaceable and it  
was not unusual, buying llo• 6 shot and said they were going hunting.
4 . You knew about men coming over and trying t o  get guns when 
you saw other men going through here, d id n 't  you, at 8 o 'c lo ck ?
A. Yes, s ir . • •
. CHADiKAK: That is  a l l .
CHAIRMAN: Mr. Stone, can you give us a report as to Mr. Fox
hughe' condition?
MR. STONE: I was ta lk ing  to  a gentleman today that knows him and
he says h is evidence might be taken b e fo r e  a sub-committee and he
said he was sick in bed y e t . I t  i s  t o n s i l i t i s .  
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TESTIMONY OP A- B. MCLAREN 
BEFORE THE HERRIN MASSACRE INVESTIGATION COMMITTEE 
HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES 
AT
• MARION, • ILLINOIS.
f ■
A p ril 28, 1923.
r
_Present:
April 28, .1923.
Committee on Herrin Massacre Investlgati 
Attorneys fo r  certain  witnesses as stated in f i r s t  session
• 15* ; .c \j A it E 2i,
having f i r s t  been duly sworn, was examined in ch ief by Mr. Igoe, 
and t e s t if ie d  as follow s:
A. i7hat is your name, please?
A. A. 5 . UcLaron. 
h> 7/here do you live?
A. Marion, I l l in o is .
Q. How long have you lived  in Marion?
A. 21 years.
(4. .Jhat is  your business?
A. At the present tine I hnve no particular occupation.
I have been in the coal business.
Q. In v/hat part o f the coal business?
A. Since coining to Marion as an operation, 
q. How long were you a coal operator in Marion?
A. P ractica lly  21 years.
A* And before that you were engaged in any other work around 
the mine?
A. I entered the mines when I was 11 years o f age, fo llow id  
mining and la ter  worked my way up to higher positions and, also, 
have been in the operating end of i t .
!}. During your l i f e  you have been an actual miner?
A. Yes, s ir .
Q. And have you been a f f i l ia te d  with miners' organizations?
A. Yes, s ir , 25 years ago.
Q,. That is  while you were a miner you. were a member and later 
on you became an operator and dropped out?
A. Yes, s ir .
Q. Getting down to the month o f  June, 1922, were you in the
c ity  o f Clarion at that time?
A. Part of the time.
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Were you ..ero c,n June 19, 1922, which v/oa Monday?
A. Yea, s ir .
4* Then you were here throughout the time, up u n til a fte r  
th is  trou b le  occurred? *
A. Up u n t i l  Thursday noon.
4* Which was June 23, that is  the day? Wednesday n as the 21at 
and Thursday the 22d. You were here u n t i l  Thursday noon?
A. Yes, s i r .
Q. What, i f  anything, do you Ionov; about tho d isa ster  which 
occurred  in this county on June 21, 1922 and the things leading up 
to it ?
A. W ell, I don 't knoy,- anything p a rticu la r  with reference t o  the
ft
d isa s te r  except I know i t  took p la ce . P rior  th ereto , however, I was 
c a l le d  in  on two occasions to  aid , I presume, or advise in  some 
manner as to  how we should stop operations out th ere .
4 « Y/hen were you f i r s t  c a lle d  in?
A. On the Wednesday morning?
Q. Utfne 2 1 st?
A. Yes, s i r .
4 . By whom?
A. I d on 't  r e c a l l  who ca lle d  me. I was ca lle d  to  Mr. D uty's
o f f i c e .
<4-
A.
<4-
.'too was present?
Mr. Duty, Mr. Ihaxton and Colonel Hunter.
And the subject o f  the d iscussion  was some method o f  causing 
the discontinuance o f  operation  o f  the S tr ip  mine? 
a. Yes, s i r .
<4 . '.Vhat, i f  anything, was dociddd upon at that time?
A. nothing particu lar except they asked me my opin ion  and I 
advanced two ideas how they cou ld  aid  in  stopping the operation .
4* dhat were those id eas, Mj». McLaren?
A. One was to  a scerta in  who h eld  the mortgage on the equipment
-2-38b
nna through that channel to advise those people- ae to Juafc what was
going on one IT tliey wore not In sympathy w ith stopping that operation  
to endeavor to  get a promise through insurance companies to  bring 
pressure upon the Southern I l? .in o lo  Joal Company ana cause them to  
stop the op era tion .
Q. That is  insurance companies that ca rr ie d  insurance on the men?
*
A. Or on the plant.
Q. .tea anything done as a resu lt  o f  those two suggestions you
made?
A> Yes, s ir .  Hr. Duty immediately con su lted  the records to 
f in d  out who h e ld  mortgage and I thin.c he sa id  i t  was some concern 
in  Ohio and he immediately put in  a c a l l  to  get in touch w ith  those 
p eop le .
a
And was Hr. Thaxton there daring the conference?
* /
A. Yes, s ir ,  Hr. Thaxton was there during part c f the con feren ce . 
5}. He was there when you d iscu ssed  the n e ce ss ity  o f  doing some­
th in g  iff connection  with that mine? 
a . Ye3 , s ir*
And C olonel Hunter was there?
A. Yea, s i r .
,/aa anything said about c a l l in g  in troops at that time?
A. I d on 't  r e c o l le c t  troop s were mentioned.
Q. iVas anything said  about swearing in ad d ition a l deputies fo r  
the purpose o f  p rotectin g  l i f e  o r  property?
A. I don 't r e c a l l .
That was a l l  on Tuesday?
A. On 'Wednesday morning o f  June 21 st.
4 . How early?
A. I should say around 10.
Q. Was the p o ss ib le  e f f e c t  that might fo llow  your fa i lu r e  to 
brin g  pressure upon those parsons out there to c lo se  the mine down, 
was i t  d iscu ssed  there at a l l ?
A. No/ I  think n o t .
-3-
A. Ho, we wore pretty busy trying to ou tlin o  something that
might be don to  c lose  the mine.
Why did you want the aine closed?
A. I , os one, was not in sympathy with what they were trying to do.
Outs id e  o f  being in sympathy, any reason fo r  the nine being 
c lo sed  at that time?
A. Ho other reason except to  avo id  trouble*
Q. Was there any suspicion in your mind, or anything discussed 
there that meeting that might cause one to expect trouble?
A. Ho, 1 don 't r e ca ll  anything said along that l in e .
Q. There had not been any trouble reported  up to  that time?
A. Ho, s i r .
Q,. When did you next have a conference?
A. I was ca lle d  to  ghe Greater Marion A ssociation  rooms some 
where around 4 in the afternoon.
By hom?
A. By lip. Edrington.
I understand he is  Secretary o f  that A ssociation , is  he?
A. Yes, s i r .
present ^— reached -
’Who was XTHsidimi when you ±jo£Jc those rooms?
A. Ur. edrington, Colonel Hunter, Mr. P aisley , J r . ,  LSr. Rlx,
Mr. halph M itch e ll. I don't r e ca ll  any others present a t  that 
p a rticu lar  tim e. Mr . Harder I think came in  a few minutes sifter I 
arrived .
Q. Was Colonel Hunter there?
A. Yes, s ir .
4 . About -.hat time did fcou reach there?
A. About 4 :30 . 1 was ca lle d  at 4 but reached there at 4:30.
-4 -
u n til I \vq3 ca lle d  across the square when 
happenings thnu -.crnlng betv/eon ^ai'Lcndole ar.d ha.-icn, some where
on the Carbondcle road.
That Is where the truck was shot up? *
A. Yes, s ir ,  and 1 did not learn about anybody being k ille d  
u n t i l  I got up tc  the A ssociation  rooms.
Ci. As you were going to t±ie A ssocia tion  rooms you heard some 
gossip  about a truck having been shot at Carbondale? 
a . Yes, s ir .
Q. Do you know from whom you got that information?
A. Ko, I do not. I met two or three parties and the fa c t  o f  
the matter is  I was trying to  meet another party. Thar morning I 
advised hr. Duty and the other gentlemen present that thero was 
another course that I might pursue that would aid in stopping that 
mine and that was to get hold o f  a Ur. 'Charles Hamilton who was
very w ell acquainted with th is man Lester and. endeavor to  get him/
to  lay the fa cts  before LIr. Lester on tho telephone and get him to 
stop that mine, with which I was busy from that time up u n til I was 
c a lle d  to the Greater Marlon A ssocia tion  room to get hold o f  th is man. 
I  did not get him u n til I was coming up tho sta irs  from my o f f ic e  
and I run in to  him.
Q. Into Mr. Hamilton?
A. Yea, and to ld  him what I thought he mig^it be able to do and 
he says: 1  w ill  put in a c a l l  and talk to him.
4 . That was a th ird  means? * /
A. That was the second one.
One was ca llin g  on the mortgage holder and another getting 
the insurance companies?
A. I counted that as one.
Q. Then you had another suggestion about reaching Mr. Hamilton? 
A l l  r igh t three.
V*
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A* At that t in e , yea, 3i r .
*tnd you f in a lly  located him Just aa you were bolng ca lled  
to tho Greater Marion A ssociation?
A. Yes, s ir .
Q. Did you suggest he communicate v/lth Loster?
A. Yes, sir*
4 . And you understand he did ccmmunlcate with Lester?
A. Yes, sir*
(4. And he got some sort o f  message which he d eta iled  to you?
A. He ca lle d  me on the telephone and I advised him to come 
up to the Greater Marrion A ssociation  room and sta te  that information 
to  Superintendent McDowell b e fo re  the gentlemen In the Create? Marion 
A ssociation? He telephoned McDowell that Lester had agreed to 
s* op operations dirlag the duration o f the s tr ik e .
Q. *'hat time o f  the day did  you get hold o f  him? %
A. 4 :30 .
4* How soon v/as i t  a fte r  that that Ur. Hamilton got that 
telephone Information to McDowell?
A. 30 or 40 minutes.
(4. .ms Hunter <k>ing any telephoning while you were there?
A. Yea.
4 . To whom did he telephone?
A. Well, he was in communication with the Strip  mine and he 
la te r  ca lle d  up the Miners' headquarters at Herrin.
4* What was the substance o f  h is  conversation with the head­
quarters of the miners at Herrin?
A. 'J e ll, a fter Mr. Hamilton come up there and phoned his 
conversation with th is man L ester, I think Colonel Hunter advised 
McDowell, b e fo re  ca llin g  the o f f i c e  at Herrin, to agree to  a fla g  
o f  truce and la te r  ca lle d  up the miners' headquarters at Herrin and 
talked to  some one, I  don 't know v:ho that was because I could only 
hear Hunter's conversation .
-6-
do you?
You don 't know whether he ta lked  w ith  Fox Hughes that cfcty-4"'
A. Uof 1 couldn’ t soy viiether i t  was ?ox Hughes or not.
Any way he to ld  3oac one he hac arranged a truce with
McDowell at the mine?
A. Yea* s ir .
onu did ho t e l l  hov; that truce was to be ca rr ie d  out?
A. I don 't .tnow. I don't r o c a l l  the d e ta ils  farther than
i t  w as to be 6 o c lo ck , i f  I remember c o r r e c t ly .
4. In the night or morning?
A. At n ight.
>*■ Ihey were to come cut at 6 and cease fir in g ?
A. Yes and a fla g  o f  truce would be out there a t 0 o 'c lo c k .
'<• Does that mean they were to put the f la g  up thon?
A. Yes.
■i* I t  was then about 5.
A. 5 or la te r , p oss ib ly  5 :1 5 .
>*■
mine?
Had you heard a t  that time two men had been b i l le d  at the
A. Yes, s ir .
-i. That inform ation came in while you were up there?
A. Yes, a ir .
And did you hear Hunter c a l l  up S p r in g fie ld  while you
were there?
A. Ko, s ir .
You did  not iiear that?
A. Ho, I do not r o c a ll  that lir* Hunter was in communication
with S p r in g fie ld  during any time I wa3 there
-c^ov.ell I tiling ho got the ini' ■'notion ar... ••;rieaiaa It therms t.Jit 
there  .a d  been c me nun wounded on the Inal do.
3 . mid did he say anything about how many shot3 had been 
fired ?
A. W ell, I rea lly  don't r e c a l l .
How long did you stay in tho3c rooms?
A. U ntil about 5 :50 . I think I ]4ft 10 ainutes o f  6 .
Q. Where did you go, Lir. HcLaren?
A. I come down, got in ay car and went home.
Q. Any excitement around the square?
A. Ho, I cannot say there was.
Q. How long did you stay at home?
A. I was there a l l  night.
4 . *<ere you molested that night? 
h. lio, s ir .
Any one bother you at home?
A. Ho, s ir .
4. Did you hear any one was looking for you?
A. I had information there was a p o s s ib il ity  of their looking
fo r  me.
But you never came back to the square at a ll?
A* Hot u n til about 11 o 'c lo c k . I drove around town to see
what wa3 going on.
Q. ’./hat made you think anything was going on?
A- Because I had hoard a number o f b lasts  and presumed trouble,
e sp ec ia lly  when men had been k i l le d  there.
4 . You heard b lasts  a fte r  you went home?
A. Yos, s ir .
About how many?
A. Two or three. '
392
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la sts  you hot^r In a coal mining'
A* UO| they .zero more of a dynr lito fcunu or b last.
4» They were s u f f ic ie n t ly  d iffe ren t f  om cfhox’ noises to causa 
you to got u;> and drive down to in vestigate?
A. No, I do not knovx as that la vhat caused mo to  come up town.
4. That, with your other inform ation you had?
A. W ell, I had heard from p arties  passing my home that there 
was quite a crowd up torn, th at, I think, possessed me to cane up 
ana drive around more than anything eXse.
4* I t  m s only natural you would have a fe e lin g  o f apprehension 
in connection with that mine a fter what you learned during the 
day and the noises at night?
* . Yes, s ir .
4. And vxhen you got down to the square, were any persoas on 
the square? /
A. Yes, quite a number o f  people congregated around there.
Was that an unusual tiling?
A. At that time of the n ight, y e 3 i t  was.
4* And there was not any d i f f i c u l t y  in associa tin g  the c o lle c t io n  
o f  thoso persons at the square with the p oss ib le  trouble a t the mine 
wa3 there?
A. Not that I could see. Of course, I did not stop . I just 
rode around.
%• Did the men or any persona have guns on them around there?
A. I did not see any one with guns.
4 . Ahat did  they appear to  be doing?
A. Congregating in bunches ta lk ing , others moving, some moving 
rap id ly , some moving rap id ly  and sene taking their t in e , but mostly 
in bunches as I have seen here at e le ct ion  time and other times
X
congregate on the square in d iscussion , I presume.
4 . j e l l ,  but there was not any e le c t io n  that night was there?
A. No.
.. Ihero m s  not nny fa i r  being h o ld  in t h e .c ity  or county? 
A. No, s i r .
here, cou ld  they be seen ea s ily ?
A. Oh, no. I could not see anybody* they v»ra movinge round. 
k‘ b id  you aeo any automobiles going through town loadod with 
gun non?
A. No, a ir . .
V  . .
■4. b id  you aeo any o f f i c e r s  o f  the c ity  or county that n i# it?  
A. No, I cannot r e c a ll  I d id .
4* lhen how long aid you stay down on the square part o f  the
c ity ?
A. I drove around p ossib ly  an hour.
4. lhen you went home? *
A. Yes, a ir ,
4* Now, the next morning, which was Ihuraday, June 2£d, what, 
i f  anything, did you learn about the d isa ster  at that time? /
A. I learned they had surrendered out there and were marching 
those men to Herrin.
%. '.There,did you get that inform ation, Ur. baucmaii McLaren? 
A- W ell, now, I don't r e c a l l  where I got th at.
«*. But you received  that the next morning?
v
A. Yes, s ir .
4* bo you know whether you got that from Colonel Hunter a fter  
he came back from the mino?
A. I never saw Colonel Hunter.
4 . Later on in the morning you had heard what actually  
happened?
A. Yes, s ir .
4 . You nover went out there, did you?
A. No, s ir .
• 4 , And you don't know, do you, what actual terms o f  the tru ce
were?
A- No, I cannot re ca ll what the terms were. I knew a truce
had been arranged fo r  by hr. Hunter on the telephone.
-10
Q. But whatever they were he talked ttie terms ever with ncrae
one at theu nine, and talkod the taros over w ith some one at the'T v»- —> . miners headquarters at Herrin?
A. Ho talked with Licbowell ith  reforenco to the fla g g  o f
truce and he talked to  the minora' neadquartora with reference to
the f la g  o f  tru ce , .hat la , I presume the m iners' headquarters.
d f course, 1  did not hear anything that was said from the other
end. A l l l  I could hear was what Hr. Hunter had said*
'4. I think that is  a l l .
CHAIRMAi;: Any further questions? That is  a l l  Hr. McLaren?
tT~—
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TESTIMONY OF OEO.iOE VINSON
BEFORE HERRIN NAS3AGRE INVEST IQ A ll OH C CLL-IT1 EE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
. AT
UARIOH, ILLINOIS 
. On
A p ril 28, 1923.
s„  GK O  h ji  E V I U S Q II
having bean f ir s t  duly sworn, v/ns examined in ch ief by Judge Pierce,
« .  a  -and te s t i f ie d  as follow s;
4* W ill you state your name, plense?
A. George Vinson.
4* Where do you reside?
A. In ‘•iarion.
■%. What is  your business?
A. Chief o f  P o lice .
How long have you been Chief o f P olice o f  the city  o f  Marion? 
A. About four years.
<4. Continuously?
'ii
A. Yes, s ir .
Kov/ large a c ity  is  Marion?
A. About 12,000.
4» Been about that size fo r  the last four years?
A. Sonething near.
4* Were you here in Marion during the nonth o f June, 1922?
A. Yes, 3 ir .
Chief o f  po lice  at that time?
A. Yes, s ir .
4> On duty Airing that month? .
A. Yes, s ir .
4» Hov/ many assistants or patrolmen did you have under you?
A. I had about three men.
0
il. Any o f those men night men?
A. Yes, s ir .
«
4* bid you have an Assistant Chief o f  Police?
A. Ho, s ir .
4 . Who were the night men?
A. H ell, Thornton and Jaclc Bradley. „
• ‘  .  •%«
4 . Thornton who t e s t if ie d  here in this case, s ittin g  here?
(Indicating Thornton)
- 1 -
You know the gentleman?
c o ’;'
■i- -
- A. Yon, 3 i r .
l/ow, you knov o f a>130 tr cub la that iccuproii hare about 
tho 2 l 3 t or 22d o f  Juno, 1922?
A. Yea, a ir .
.'/hat did you know about that trou ble  p rior  to  the 22d o f  
Juno, vhen the actual b i l l in g  occurred out here? ./in t  did you «cnow 
about I t?  •
A. I did not know very ouch about It  only that evening v.e got 
some message down at the west oart o f the town that there were some 
fe llo w s  there trying to get guns and vre went down there at Llosely’ s
but they were gone.
*■
Q. ./ho went down?
A. Me and Thornton.
4 . Iiow did you happen to  go down?
A. The p rop rietor  o f  the hardware store  c a lle d  us.
%. And when you got ther was the p roprietor there?
A. Yes, 3 ir .■* .
4 . ./hat did you sa y 'h is  name was?
A. tlosely .
*<hat s tre e t  is  he on?
A. West S treet.
-Vhen you got there was anybody there except the proprietor? 
A. X think the c le rk  was there.
..ere there any men there?
A. Nobody, no, not in the store .
4 . Did you see any gathering o f  men any v.here in that v ic in ity  
at any time?
A. Yes, s i r .
3 . Across the street from there?
A. Yes, s i r .  
v  How many men?
A^ . Mostly boys, 5 or 6 .
Cl. Did you go over to these men or boys?
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*. .that did you do?
A. .<o wont over and talkod about'getting guna and I aaked 
a fo llow  I f  ho wna going to lo t  then iiftve them and ho said, yoa.
,'laa thero some ono there that handled guna?
A. Yea, a ir.
4. What v;ct3 hia bualnoaa?
f
A. Hia name was Holmes_and he wns in a pawn shop.
Q. hid you learn he sold guns at th is place?
A. I understood so, yea.
What kind o f  guna?
A. I n  ver noticed  p articu larly  they looked like  small shot
guna.
-*• hid they liave guna in their hands? were they in possession 
o f  guns?
A. I don 't think they were.
Lid they have ammunition?
A. Ho, I never seen i t .
St. 'What Inquire did you make with reference to  why they were 
buying guns?
A. They said they were going hunting.
4 . '.liftt time o f  the day was that?
A. That must have been b e t .eon 2 and 3 o 'c lo c k .
Q. './hat would they be hunting on the 21st of June down here?
A. I don't know.
q. Did you rot think i t  wa3 rather strange they were allowing 
them to go hunting on the 21st o f June?
A. They usually hunt pretty nigh any tine they want to .
<4. ./hat do they shoot?
A. There is  some game in the woods.
On the 21st o f June? Do your people shoot game on June 21at? 
A* Ho, I don't shoot any. •
Q. Djd i t  not occur to  you it  wac rather strange to go hunting 
fo r  game about that time and arming themselves- for that purpose? *
A. I don't know.
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4‘ At any rate you did ro t make any further inq\ •e except
to  take th e ir  word for  It they were hunting?
A. Yea, 3i r .
<4. You l o f t  them there?
A* 1  be lieve  they v/ere there when I l e f t .
.ihat el30 did you do, i f  anything, with reference to the
0
s itu a tion  from that time on that jday. Give ua everything you did. 
A. <«e did a l l  we cou ld  do to  keep everything quiet.
%• What did you do?
A. 'ihere ware several people in tovm that n ight. Y/e tr ie d  
to  keep t r a f f i c ,  keop everything q u ie t . -
4« Did you aee the form ation o f  any mob here in  the c ity ?
A. I seen several people standing in bunches, never saw any 
tro u b le .
«• Were they marching?
A. Going from one place to  another. Walking aroiind.
Hear any ta lk ?
A. Dot very much.
4 . Did you hear any?
A. I heard some.
*  >
4 . What did you hear?
A. I heard some parties  say there was a bunch coming from 
Harrisburg going to  the mine.
4 . ’Where is  Harrisburg?
A. In Saline County.
4 . How fa r  from here?
A* About 20 m ile9*
4. Yfaat did you hear anything about why they were going to  
the mine or why they were coming from Harrisburg?
4
A. They ^laimed there was trou b le  there.
-
4 . And did you know o f  trouble outside o f  having heard it  
by some o f  the mob?
A. ° f  course, 1 knew. I d id  not kn-w i t  f o r  sure. I heard i t .
jf - ... * 1 • - -»•  * •  «* -  -■
4 0 U ,  - 4-
•<*
A.
iir«d you hea:-d there had been trouble out 
Ye 3 1 a ir . . '  ( *
%• L id  you know 2 or 3 minors hod been k i l le d  or ounded?
A. Yea, ait1.
<i* You .mew the fe e lin g  out there was probably very tense?
A. h e l l ,  I thought & v/ra.
4* Conditions were threatening?
A. Yes, s ir .
And that theao people were probably coming fo r  the purpose 
o f  jo in in g  with others that might come from Harrisburg and other 
p laces to  attach  the mine, you Knew that?
A. I did not know.
3.. You learned they were coming from Harrisburg?
A. Yes, s ir .  ,
<. '.That t in e  did you get that information?
A. About 6 o 'c lo c k  that evening.
'.That did you fio with reference to the inform ation i f  you 
knew they were coming from Harrisburg?
A. They did not say they were coming from Harrisburg -  going 
through from Harrisburg to the mine.
Q. Who to ld  you?
A. I heard some fe llo w s  ta lk .
Q. \Tho did they say had come through.
A. Said they went through in autom obiles.
Q. How many?
A. one or two ca rs .
Q. Did $hey say anything about the. occupants o f  the cars
being armed?
A. They never said . .
Q. Didn't you letim  from your A ssistant or your patrolmen
there that there were ei$vt cars went through here carrying 4 '
>
or 5 people in each car armed?
A. No, s ir .
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<. bo you mean to  tn l l  me the p o lice  o
you stoout that?
A. I d on 't  remember* that.
You and he Kero associated  together that evening, w eren't
you?
A. Yea, a ir .
4. '.Vere around here together a l l  evening and you did not learn 
from him the fa ct  that he had seen eight cars going through here 
loaded with. men a l l  armed, and going in the d irection  o f th is  mine 
hore?
9
A. llo, a ir , I don't remember th at.
<i. Wouldn't you expect an aaaiatant, a p a tro l o f f i c e r  o f  the 
c it y ,  i f  he saw a thing o f  that kind going on, to  report i t  t o  you?
A. Yea, a ir .
You would expect him to do i t  and cou ld  hold him accoutable 
i f  he d id n 't?  .
A. He might have said  something about i t  but I d on 't  remember i t .
'4* I f  he did aay anything about i t  what would you do?
A* I tr ie d  to take care o f  the town.
4 * .hat did  you do.
4 * I went around tov/n to see i f  i t  was a l l  r ig h t .
<4* hid you see the S h eriff?
A. Ko, a ir .
’Jhy d id n 't  you report to the S h e r iff that men were going 
out in the d irection  o f  the mine armed with guns?
A. did not see him.
*%. Do you not think i t  would have been the proper thing to 
have done, n o tify  the S h e r iff that armed men were gathering in this 
county? ■*
A. I did r.ot know whether that waa true or not.
4 . You heard them discussed here on the street?
A.' I heard them talk ing , saying they were coming through.
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coaiing ' through
A. Yea, a ir .
And you knew in connection with that, that there had been
I
k illin g  end shooting at the uinc. You had reason to believe that 
3uch a condition might exist?
• " i • > ' >
A. *es, s ir .
<i« Had you ever been through a r io t  before?
A. No, sir .
How long have you been an o f f ic e r ?
A. About 4 years.
W,. .'/hat were you beforo that time?
A. I was tending bar.
.
V/here? J
A. At Uurphysboro. *
How long have you liv e d  in H&rion?
A. 13 years.
*r. #
4* This has been your hone continuously fo r  the last 13 years? 
A. Tea, s i r .
•4. During that time there has been more or less trouble at 
the mines and among miners and disputes over organized labor and 
un-organized labor in th is county, has i t  not?
A. h a ll ,  bean some.
You have had known o f  the s ltu ation  and the varying changes 
in the s itu ation  growing out o f  disputes, have ycu not?
A. Yes, s i r .
* . How, did you see the S h e r iff that, night?
^ ' \
A. I don t remember seeing him.
4. .iiere was h is o f f i c e  v/lth reference to where you v/ere 
sta tion ed  performing your duty?
A. iJ Stayed a t  the j a i l .
14. How fa r  away from where you v/ere mo3t o f the time, i f  
you remember, that somebody was lik e ly  to come here from Harrisburg 
and that notion was talked and gathered about people coming here
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f r c c u t s l d n  to c ‘ o that mine?
m?
si* ik b  t **
s,* How long v;t u ld  It  have’ taken you to  cross tv or  there?
A. It would not have taken long. I understood he v.aa not in
l
town that n ig h t.
4* Understood h is o f f i c e  was here ana that he was l ik e ly  to 
have deputies there?
A. I never 3eon anybody over th is  way.
4 - b id  you know his deputies?
A. Yes, 3i r .
■i* b id  you know Stormo?
Yes, a ir.
b id  you know ^torno genera lly  had charge o f  the S h e r if f 's4*
o f f ic e ?
A.
4*
A.
Yes, 3i r .  _ ' •
You did not anke any e f fo r t  to  fin d  Storae?
I had about a l l  I could tend to  to  attend to  ay own- Job.
Q. You aid not ma«;o any e f f o r t s  to add to your fo r ce  to cope 
with the s itu a tion  by bringing in  the assistance o f  the S h e r iff or 
deputy, did you?
A. ho, I did not.
4 . .Zero you in sympathy w ith  these crowds gathering for  the 
purpose o f  going out there and 0e t  revenge at that mine?
A. Ho, s ir .
4* You did not go out to the mine that night?
A. So, s i r .
4* You did not go out during the day o f the 21st o f  June?
A. Ho, s i r .  •
Hot at any tin e?  .
Jiot u n til tho 22d.
Whore did you learn that the S h er iff wes on the 21st o f
■v
A.
4-
June?
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A. . /e l l ,  I understood he was at Cnrbondale.
4. You had heard o f  shooting there?
- 8-
*. Jnard that, a true;; carrying non-un'on '.jn  to th ia  Ino 
were shot up?
A. Yos, a ir .
-w. And that a number o f  people were wounded. .You heard that, 
d id n 't  you?
. * „ '
A* Yes, s ir .
Have you now described to  the C om .ittec a l l  that you did 
rf t e r  you obtained the knowledge that non-union men had been attacked 
on a truck while coming in to your cAnnty, that two or three union 
men had been k i l le d  a t  the S trip  mine and that crowds wore gathering 
here, and a fte r  you got a report that people were coming here from 
Harrisburg or other p laces fo r  the purpose o f  attaching th is  mine?
Have you described a l l  you did in reference to  that situation?
e
A. Yes, s ir ,  I have. .
, f
Q. ,4e l l ,  the sum and substance o f  i t  is  that you did not do
anything?
A. I done a l l  I cou ld .*
4. W^at one thing did you do to  head o f f  that s itu a tion  or cope 
with i t ?  - '
A. J e l l ,  i  t e l l  you what I done. I  done ray best to keep every­
thing qu iet ir. town and I had my hands fu l l  to  do that.
4* Jas there anything more than the usual crowd on the street?
A. Yes, s ir ,  there were more people in  town that night i t  looked 
lik e  everybody was bothered and tore up and we tr ie d  to keep down 
trou b le  in the c i t y .  .
Did you expect any trouble in the c ity ?
A. 1 did not know what would happen.
Q. 'Ihere vr a not anybody in the c it y  that they could attack 
fo r  what occurred at the mine, was there?
A . I did not know. *
I
(i. ¥sa Who did you-rsuspect might be attacked in the c ity ?
, . c • * . • *: » «_ •. -
A. I d idn ’ t know.
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. .*• You a-.*cou a *t>und through this crowd?
«• __ * *
A. Hoi a ir , I walked and drove a ll over own In the c^r, 
try in g  to  keep everythin',; q u io t .
4. You must have bean qu ite apprehensive that thero ‘.ms going 
to  be trou ble?
> ,
A* I d id n 't  know.
4* That wa3 what you drove around for?
A. That was ay business to  do that -  to  keep trouble down i f  
anything come up.
4 * Is i t  n ot, a ls o , your business to  inform other a u th orities  
having charge and -.vho could a s s is t  you in taking charge o f such a 
s itu a tion ?
A. Yes, s ir*
4* You considered the s itu a tio n  grave, d id n 't  you?
A. Y «s. /
*
4* Henac ing?
A. Sure.
4- One that needed a l l  e f f o r t  and cooperation  o f  a l l  a u th o r itie s  
to  fo r e s ta l l  any trouble?
A. Yea, six’ .
4 » D idn 't you b e lie v e  it ?
A. I think I done my b est .
4 . I did not ask you whether you did or not. I asked you i f
you d id  not b e lie v e  i t  v/as a time when a 1 1  fo r ce s  that could  be
brought together to head o f f  p o ss ib le  consequences as the re su lt  
o f  a mob gathering?
A. Yes.
4. And at that you did not put on any extra o f f ic e r s ?
A. No.
4. You did not c a l l  any extra o f f ic e r s ?
• A- I thought we could  handle i t  with the fo rce  we had.
4 . You wore attempting to handle the mob with the same o f f i c e r s  
and assistance that you used in times o f  p er fe ct  secu rity  and
40t> -1C
* You did not mak< any e f fo r t  to rutadla surround y u ra e lf
with any other o f f i c i a l  .ielp tiian you wore using every day?'
A* I don't think X put on anybody.
4* And you did not c a l l  for  the S h e r iff or h is  Deputies?
A. Do, th S h e r iff  was busy and I was, to o .
4* llow did you know?
v *
A. I expected he was.
Q- Yihy d id n 't  you fin d  out?’ 
then
A. I heard h lx  ta lk ing  about it*
Si* C ouldn 't you have found out?
A. Ho.
./hen you saw crowds gathering that night attack  the
c ity ? «
A. I handled i t  a l l  r ig h t . /
4* You did  not handle lit a l l  r ig h t . .
• 
•
< 
<*
I did here in town.
Sinply because tte re was not any danger o f  anything being
done here in tovm that was apparent and i t  was apprent to  you 
that th e ir  ideas were d irected  to that nine. You knew that 
that nine was carried  on with £iards?
A- I knew they had guards*
Q. You knew those guards were charged with having k i l le d  two 
or three mon, d idn 't you?
A, ■ ' I did not know fo r  sure.
H* You knew fo r  sure? *
« *• 
q .
I heard they was.
You heard they were not here?
A. They had been here. I seen some o f them in town.
Si* Did you see some in town the night o f  the 2 1st?
A. Ho, s i r .
4- ilior, they were not hero 30 fa r  as you .cncw . They were** ' *• -
out there? ry
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You *uie\v trouble wss due id coao thur-?
A. Ho, a ir . I  thought they had it  under co n tro l?
4 . You d ie  not think they were ^oing to  3 hoot somebody here 
fo r  what had been done there?
A. I did not know v.hat they were going to  do.
Q. How, the S h e r if f  that was the o f f i c i a l  head o f  the en force ­
ment o f  law here at the time o f  th is  r i o t ,  has subsequently beer, 
e le c te d  by the peop le  o f  th is  county to  County Treasurer, nas he?
A. Yes, s i r .
Q. His deputy who was in charge o f  the o f f i c e  here at the time 
o f  the r io t  ha3 been subsequently e le c te d  to the p o s it io n  o f  County 
C lerk?
A. Yes, s i r .
4 . And you have been reta in ed  as C hief o f  P o lic e  by this c ity ?
A. Yos, s i r e .
doings
4 . When you have sp e c ia l xnXlax here in the c it y  o f  iiarlon 
l ik e  th is , dc you ever have s tre e t  ca rn iva ls?
A. Yiell wo have sone tim es.
4 . You have a county fa ir  in  th is  county?
A. Yea, s i r .
4 . How far are the f a i r  grounds from the c i t y  here?
A* P retty  n ea rly  a m ile .
4 . Y*hen you have c .u n ty  f a i r s  here do you have a sort o f  an 
in flu x  o f  population  here, strar.gers here? #
^  A. Yos, s i r .
4 . re o o le  cane ‘.in and going through here?
A. Yea, s i r .
4 . Inuring that time do you put on s p e c ia l deputies?
A. Yes, a few.
Q. Do you put on a s p e c ia ld  eputy in  a l l  cases o f  excess 
gathering o f  people here? .
-12-
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A. .J ill ,  It 13 ectording to  how b ig . a crowd.
*. .j^on you have fa irs '.
A. On.y fo r  fa ir s ,th a t  is  a l l .  >
f ’
* . ’Jhy do you put those on?
A* There are so aany people here to  hnndlo so nuch t r a f f i c .
4* .T/iere there more people here In the tine of a fa i r  on the 
s tre e t  In the evening than there was the night o f  th is  trou b le?
A. Yes, s i r .
Q* Hot;  many more?
A. I d o n 't  linow.
Cj,. These stree ts  here wore f u l l  o f people on the night o f  the
21st?
A. Ho, they sire not as fu l l  as they are vfien there i s  a .pair
h ere .
would ,  •
Ci* 7/hat dix they be doing at night a fte r  the Pair is  over.
The Pair I 3 here in  the day tin e , I s n 't  i t ?  Nobody would be hero
except some of the attendants?
A. There would be a b ig  crowd a l l  through F air.
In usual extradrdinary occasions and when crowds gather
here in large numbers you put on deputies, don 't you?
A. Yes, a ir .
* . But you d id  not put ofl any a t the t in e  when crowds were 
gathering here and threatening danger and murders. You d id  not 
put on deputies did  you?
A. I was not expecting tro u b le .
4. VAien the crowds were gathered hero and you had beard 
there waso rowds coning in from outside c i t i e s ,  caning in to  your 
c it y ,  you d id  not swear in a single  deputy, did you?
A. I don 't b e lie v e  I d id .
4 . That la a l l .
4 0 *
Ft? TttER KXAUIHATIOK BY CURRAH
■t. Who'la the Chief o£ F oliae al Herrin, d* . . ?
A. They change so much I don't .tnow who ho la .
4 . a3 1  understood i t ,  tiiat was where the crov/d w a supposed 
to bo forming •at Herrin to attach tills mine, was it  not?
A. I don 't know. I understood so. ,
4* And was no talk around hero o f  a crowd gathering to go 
to
out/the mines, was thore?
A. There was a bunch standing around ta lk in g .
4* Just canaon gossip about three fellow s that were shot at 
the mine, union sen?
A. Yes.
4 . There was no serious talk about the crowd or going to the 
ainea to  drive thed out?
A. lio, I never heard duch ta lk .a /
FURTHER SXAUIKAiIOK BY iOh_ RICE
4 . Ur. Chief, le t  me ash a question. Bid you hear anything 
that evening about the e ffo r ts  to  get the xashtaa Legion guns 
over at u r. Edrington 's o f f ic e ?
A. Yes, I heard aboutr.that.
4 . What time o f  the day was i t  that you hoard that?
A. I never heard anything a bout that u n til the next morning 
but I heard they tr ie d  to get then.
<4. From whon did you get that information?
A. Ur. Edrlngton, I b e liev e .
<4. D idn 't you know tha^ y°ur deputy had been ca lle d  on by‘ Ur 
Edrlngton to  coao and help him presorvo those r i f le s ?
» .  llo, s ir .
3 . D idn 't Ur. Thornton t e l l  you that?
A. Ur. Hunter, the r o l ic e  Uagistrate to ld  ae.
//hen?
A. That evening or the next morning.
Q. You say you were rid ing around in a car that evening?
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ii * Thai n igh t.
• *
b id  you havo Mr. Th'ornton w ith  you? -
A* I don 't remember whether he .vna with me or not. I don 't 
think ho va s.
4* Lid you t.ave any other p o l ic e  o f f i c e r ?
A- I had a s tre e t  commissioner.
<4* Ana where did  you go?
A* We went around town.
4 *® 'Jere you down to the ja i l ?
A. Ho, s ir ,  I  never went down to the j a i l .
4*
A.
Were you down Second Street?
•
Yes, s ir .
rt How did you happen to  go there? '•
A* There was a crowd going that way. ,
i . About how many in the crowd?
A. I t  looked lik e  25 or 50.
4* Men were they?
A. A bunch o f  boys.
«*• A bunch o f  young fe llow s?
A. Yes, s i r .
4* vo you know any o f  then?
A. No, 1 did  not knov1 one.
Q* Did you try  to  fin d  out who they were?
A. No, I d id  n ot.
Hot/ fa r  did you fo llow  them?
A. About two b locks on South S tree t.
..hat did  they do down those two blocks?
* ,, .
a . They turned and case back th is  way. Je turned and wo 
came back, to o .
'4 . Who liv e d  down there two b locks?
A. Mr. ..ardor l iv e s  down that way about three b lock s.
Q. That is  the attorney in town?
A. Yes, s ir ,  a ls o , /.’’rank M orrison.
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 ^ ft* Jho la Ar . Morrieon? . . ^
A. One o f  the :;en here.
4* Hoy; did they .iappen to  turn east?
A. I d on 't  know.
4. L id you fo llo w  them then? .
A. .7e come back to town. ***•
4* They came back be fore  you did?
A. They were coming back th is  wayvand wo turned around.
ft* L id you fo llo w  the crowd around?
A. .<e came back.
ft* ./here did they go to town?
A. On the square here.
ft* Were you any where around at the time they marched up to
Mr. Edrington.'a o f f i c e ?
lie. /
H' Lid you hear about that?
A. Yes, s i r .
4* Yfcen?
A. The next morning, the 2kd.
ft*
FURTHER EXAMINATION 3X MR. PHILLIPS: 
About what time did the crowd leavo that evening?
A. About 10 or 11 o 'c lo c k .
ft* Did you n otice  any guns or arms in  th is  crowd?
A. No, s i r .
■ r
MR. RICE CONTINUINGS
ft* That evening, C hief, d id  you hear any loud explosions?
A. Yes, a ir , about 5 or 6 o 'c lo c k  I b e lie v e . It  might have been
la te r  than that.
4* Did you make any Inquiry a a to  what It  was?
A. I heard some fe llow s ta lk ing about blowing up some machines
or something out at the S tr ip  mine?
*. Latdr on in the evening did you hear any more explosions?
'> ' *'
A. About 8 or U o 'c lo c k  I hoard thorn*
About vsiint time did you go hone that evening?
A. About 11 or a l i t t l e  a fte r .
<4, About 11 o 'c lo c k . Do you remember v/hen the lig h ts  went out?*
A. I remember going out.
./hat time o f  the evening was that?
I don 't remember. ^
I
•iDce there any explosions out there before  the lig h ts  wont out? 
A. I don 't remember.
q. A fter you went home did you hear any explosions la te r  on in 
the night or morning?
A. lio, s ir . 
q . That i s  a l l .
RJRTHEh EXAiaiiAHOi: BY CEALilLAli MCCARTHY:
4*
A.
4-
‘4. Some time ./edneaday, a couple o f men reported to your o f f i c e ,  
d id  they not, and asked fo r  protection ?
A. They reported at ay o f f i c e  but X was not there. They reported  
to night policeman.
q. .^at is  hie name ?
A. Y/illiam p r ie ss .
q. what d id  they report to him?
I A. -They come and wanted some water and he gave them water and 
they wanted to get out o f  town.
q. Why d id  they come to you fo r  w ater?
A I don't know.
q. Is i t  not a fa c t  they cane fo r  protection?
A. I suppose that is  what they come x*or.
4. You know that is  what they come for?
A. They came to  get c lo th es , to o .
4. .^Et did they do w ith  those men?
A. lie got them some clothes and they t e f t  town.
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Q- Did he go any other place with
A. He went with them to nome place
and cleaned up.
'Jnero hr d those men been working boforo that time?
A. Working at the heater mine. I S i
<*• i>id they gc to the S h eriff?
A. I don 't know whether they did or n ot. I ckwi't think they
did . *
"*■ Your o f f i c e r  taok them over to the S h e r i f f 's  quarters? 
a. I be lieve  he did.
Q. L idn 't the S h e r iff refuse to take those men in?
A. Well he to ld  me that the S h eriff t o ld  him they bette  r  get
out o f town.
*
4* And they wanted protection  there?
A. They r/er ■ a fra id , yes, a ir .  .
A. Yea, a ir .
%• And the S h er iff refused to keep them in the ja i l  and told  them
they better get out o f  town?
A. That la what he t o ld  me.
%
4* That ia what your o f f ic e r  reported to  you?
A. Yea, a ir .
4* *•'* t Jrou know Colonel Hunter, Chief?
A. Yea, 3 ir .
Did you 3ee Colonel Hunter around here during the time <f 
the trouble?
A. Yea. 3 ir .
4 . Did he tali', with you a bout the situation ?
■*. I don’ t think he ever talked to me a b i t .
t
4« b id  be talks with you about whatever fo rce  alight be necessary? ' 
A* He never sa id  nothing to me at a l l .
4. Did you a ay anything to him about protection?
A. No, a ir .
4. Or the question o f maintaining law and order?
>*• And your man aid  his daty and took those men to the S heriff?
I
4 14 A. No, sir. ■18-
A. lift went with thorn to noino'plneV 'her* and they washed up
ll[ • * | ‘ «and cleaned up.
A. Working at the h eater  mine. 
i-»id they go to the S heriff?
A. I don’ t know vshother they did or not. 1  tk>n ’ t think they
did .
Your o f f i c e r  taok them over to tho S h e r i f f s  quarters?
A. I be lieve  he did.
<i. D idn't the S h eriff refuse to take those men in?
A. S e ll he to ld  me that the S h eriff to ld  him they bette  r get 
out o f  town.
4* And they wanted protection  there? ^ • *
A. They vver 1 a fra id , yes, s ir .
And your man did  h is dity and took those men to the S h eriff?
A. Yes, s ir .
And the S h er iff refused to keep then in the ja i l  and told them 
they better get out o f  town?
A. That is what he t o ld  me.
4 . Hint is  what ycur officer reported to you? 
a . Yes, s ir .
4« I.'cv , you know Colonel Hunter, Chief?
A. Yes, s i r .
4* Did you see Colonel hunter around here during the time <f 
the trouble?
m
A. Yes. s ir .
4« Did he ta lk  with you about the situation ?
A. I don't think he ever talked to me■a b i t .
Did he talks v/ith you about whatever fo r ce  might be necessary? 
A. He never sa id  nothing to me at a l l .
4* Did you say anything to him about protection?
A. No, s i r .
4. Or the question o f maintaining law and order?
-*• "h ero  hod th o00 non beer, working b e fo r e  that; time?
l**' l l  A ’ Il0» S i r » -18-
u ■: .. . . .
it U believed  a H t h ^ t t m o t b o b  «vm"*thing woa qu iet
and nothing wna go In:; to i.a. pen? * ... ■ '  * ‘
A. I thought wo 'would et by fill right* I tho ght whey irau 
i t  under c o n tro l.
h* Yc*i hoard there had boon atruco?
A. I heard tlxnt they ..ad i t  under co n tro l and* did not think 
they neodod the m ilit ia  here.
.iho to ld  you that?
A* I heard i t  talked a round the o f f i c e .
4 * b id  you talk with the S h e r iff  ay any time during the trouble
A• Ho, a ir .
Lid he ever come over to  see you about it ?
A. Ho, s ir .
%. .iere you ever ca lle d  in to conference with the S h eriff?
A. Ho, a ir .
4 . How, on thia evening when the crowds were congregating in 
the square here, la i t  not a fa ct  there were ao many people here the 
automobilea could not get out to  got out o f  town?
A. They got out.
4 . At d iffe re n t  tines there were ao many peoplo that farmers 
could  not get th e ir  autcmcfbilea out o f  the 3treeta to drive out o f  
town?
A, They cannot do that at any time.
la  i t  a fa c t  they could not do i t  that night?
A. Of coir so, we had a r igh t smart crowd on north $tre t .
4 . Back o f  the Court iiou3e here they were packed c lear  across 
the street so an automobile cou ld  r.ot get through?
A. *<e opened up and got them through, 
v  How long did you keep i t  open.
A. A ll the time.
4 . And there wore times when an automobile could not get 
through?
A. You have to watch that a l l  the t io o .
4.15
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Q. Crowds wore such that cars could not got through a l l
along? f  ' ^
* '  * ” aii _ v  r. a  . pit* o - u •' * . ■ ■ m
* there
% • iruvioua to tills tinu hod is  be n so mny ooplo on the
streets anu congregated bacu o f the court house tact you coula not
got automobiles out?
A. «ny Saturday night it  is  ju st aa Lad.
4- •ere they in throngs anu backed out in the middle o f  the
road as they were that night?
A* liot so bad. __•
4* diat was usual then?
A. Yea.
4* Did you over hear any ta lk  that night or were you here when
the mob started out to get x'oole Brothers?
A. I was here but do not remember.
-*• You heard ta lk  about that, d id n 't  you?
A. Yes. -
And ycu knew that was what they were started  up there.
Somebody made a threat and then the crowd started  that way?
Ho, I did not know. I heard that afterwards.
•%« Vfnat did you thin.c when the crowd started that way?
A. I did not know what they were doing. I did not .cnov: what
they neent.
4. You had an idea they meant harm, that they certain ly  did 
not mean good to anybody?
_ A. I thought they meant something.
4 - we w il l  suppose that something had been happened, would you 
think you had s u ff ic ie n t  forco  to break up a mob or protect property 
that might bo attacked?
A. I done th^fcbest I could by i t .
f.
’ 4- Could have done the best you could alone?
A. Yes, s ir .
4* Lo you not thln.c i t  would have boon better i f  you had sworn
in 10  or 15 deputies?
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ij.' I ' ■ .n ou1- i t  in  t in e .
k. iio'w lCdj, gcii; C „■ it?
«  I die. not think .iero waa any trouble  at the tin*;.
• |
ahen the; 3tartod up the atr at there with ovehy int nation 
or ovary in d ica tion  rather that they .eant trou b le , that i t  waa not 
fo r  any good, v?hy woo i t  you did not thon at dp in and try  to prevent 
any trouble tail by awenring in doputio3?
A, I did not think there waa any danger.
A* You were going to wait to aco who they were going " f t  or and 
then i f  they got him you /.ere going to xvear in  deputies?
A. I  did not thin.; any 3uch thing. 1 was going to see what 
was going to  happen and I would take care o f i t .
«t* You would take care o f  i t  alone?
*
A. Yes, a ir .  •
4« ..j^at time did you leave the p o lic e  sta tion  or go o f f  duty?
A. About 11 o ’ clock*
s,. In the afternoon?
A. About 5.
Did you see Thornton?
A. Ho, s i r .
4 * -'hen did  you 3oe Thorr^toa?
A- A ll evening.
*. L id you aee him b e fo re  4 or 5 o 'c lo c k ?
A* I guess 1 d id .
4 . .ihere?
A. I saw him in town.
YJhat is  your custom in seeping in touch with O ffice r  
ihornton who works from 12  to  1 2 . Does he makes a report during 
the evening to you?
A. During that time he worked from 12 to  12. I could alwrya 
fin d  him.
4 . Did you see him on the afternoon  o f  the 21st?
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A. I thin.: I did
-ii  ^ h«. j. iioard thnt
noaobody triod  to take the Lotion r i f  lo.i?
A* h® 3id I .. n ' t reaeaber.
%* r -  -
A •
.iho had theu locked up? •
A. Ur. Edrington brought then in and locked them up
Jhen did  you fin d  that out?
A. Uot until^noxt day.
<• You never knew they were in there?
A. Ho, a ir .
At tiao
** is  why x*»KVix* you as:, these boys here with guns in
Xront o f  the pav;n shop 
nine?
Jfou already heard about the k i l l in g  a t the
A. 2»o, s ir .
'i* dhat t ia o  o f  the day was that? 
A. 2 or 3 o 'c lo c k .
CHAL-hIA:.T: I h a t  i s  a l l .
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T2STIU0HY OP R. 3 . L'lTCHiLL 
BrJXh i  'iHE ilERRIN iiA3SAC3E INVESIIGA1IOK CGtCilTTEB
April 28, 1923.
S. M I T C H E L L ,  '
r '.-ini; Lq«.n 1 -at duly  awe :•», "a Itrod in c h i e f  by  Judge f i e r c e  
and t e s t i f i e d  aa f o l l o w a:
•*. State your name please.
A. • >. b - ..itch e ll
>*• .jhere to you reside?
A. In Marion.
What Is your business?
General linnager o f the Cosgrove in terests.
..ere you liv ing  In Marlon in 1921 and 1922?
A. Yes, s ir .
4* How long have you lived  here?
A. About three years.
4* «ere you ere in Marion during the m nth o f  June, 1922?
. * «
A. Fart o f the tin e . .
4* Do you have a commercial organization here in the city  cf 
-^arion o f any hind?
4.
A.
4*
A. Yea, s ir .
■/hat is it  called?
A. Greater Marion Association.1
4- Is that the name o f it?« A
A. That is the name. ^------
ft _ Is It incorporated?
A* I don't know.
Do you knov/ about what the membership wr.s in June
A. I think about 200 members. -
4* Hoy. v.a3 t h a t  made up? Who comprised the member ah.
speaking? .
A. It was very largely cade up of business and professional sen? 
4 . L tctors, Lav/yers and merchants here?
A. Yea, s ir .
4 . Now they had meetings o f  that organization from time to tise? 
A. Monthly Aioetings.
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4 . A se c r e ta ry  la intninod t! 1 the time?
V (\ ,
n. Yuai air*
4 . .iho wan tho Secretary?
A* C. n .  E drington.
4* Is  he connected  with a newspaper here?
A* l*o, s i r .
.  ^
4* He has nothing to  do w ith  the nowspaper?
A* No, s i r .
4 * How long has hr. c-drington been Secretary o f  the Greatery ' I
liar ion A ssocia tion ?
A. Probably one and on e -h a lf yea rs .
4. He via3 Secretary during the month o f  June, 1922?
A, Yos, s i r .
Now, w il l  jou  t e l l  t e Committee about the way you viewed
1
th is  s itu a t io n  that lead up to  the massacre or murder as i t  occurred 
:.ere on the night be fore  o r  on the 22d o f  June, 1922, beginning back 
where you f i r s t  learned o f  the trouble or rumors o f  trou b le  that might 
lead to  the d isaster  that f in a l ly  happened?
A- I was absent from Marion Airing the week previous to this 
trou b le . I  returned I think Monday morning.
4 . That 19 Monday morning, the 19th?
A. Ana I heai'd rumors at that tiae  o f  the operation  o f the 
Southern I l l i n o i s  Coal Company mine with non-union labor and the
S
general im pression seemed to  be that i t  was a very unwise fo r  the 
company to  pursue and a large number o f  people f e l t  that there pro­
bably would be t i^ u b le .
4 . What jlid  you knov^PPourself, a fte r  you returned, or v/hat d id
you ascerta in  xhatiiaxxaaii'.nflnt were the exact cond itions at the mine?
A. I heard that non-union men were employed afchfciis a t the mine 
« *
and that guards were stationed out there.
4 . Did , ou hear anything about those guards being aimed?
A. Yes.
Did you learn the character o f  the arms with which they
they wor-': equipped?
A* •jf _ " — %iiO«
’i* You d id  not kno.v -shat character of arms they . ad?
A. Ko, s i r .  1
^iu  you go out to th is  inino?
A. Ho, s i r .  , •
4- L id  you know where the tine was located?
A* Yes, s i r .
4*
A.
You knew i t  v/as between here and iierrin  about on e-h a lf way. 
Yes, s i r .
4 . What did they c a l l  i t ,  the Lester S trip  mine?
A*
4*
'-'hat wes the name it  was known by lo c a l ly .
Lid you know any o f  the o f f ic e r s  o f  that nine?
A. Ko, I did n ot. ••
4* zrfere you acquainted w ith  Lester? /
A* Ko, s ir .
L id you know Kcuowell?
A • I knew him to  see him. I had 3een him on the s t r e e t .
Jf$u knew him when he passed as McDowell, the Superintendent?
Superintendent o f  the Guards?
A. No, Superintendent o f  the Goal Company.
4* •too was Superintendent o f  the Guards?
A. I did not know th at. •
4* Ihere was a d iscussion  about the f e a s ib i l i t y  o f  having a m ed
guards out there, a d iscussion  here In Karrion In your associa tion  
uas there?
A.
4-
Not in the A ssocia tion . 
Among the members?
A. Yes, s ir ,  in d iv id u a ls .
4*
♦
Doyou know Colorfel Hunter? •
A. Yes, s i r .
s* ^id  you see him during the week o f  the 21st o f June, ldk2?
A. I did not see him u n til Wednesday a ftern oon .
4 -3-
•v. w .ora d id  ycu se< :.in  t.t tl>at time?
A. At the Qret'iOi’ .-.a .• ion asw o cd a ticp  o f f i c e ?
-  Who vrera present? >
A. Hr. hdrington ana C olon el Hunter ware the on ly  ones 
pre ant when I went to  the o f f i c e .
«*• How d id  you i.ap?en to go to  the o f f i c e  at that tlihe and 
meet C olonel hunter.
A. I was at Johnston C ity .Wednesday morning at the Company's 
mine and Ur. Kdrlngton ca lle d  me up and said  that C olonel Hunter 
asked fo r  the form ation o f  a committee and ashed me I f  I would 
come bach to  -a r io n  and a tte n d  the meeting that a ftern oon . I came 
bach to Uarion andv/ent to  the o f f i c e  about 2 o 'c lo c k .  Ur. ^drington 
and Colonel Hunter were in the c f f i c e  at that tim e.
Q. A fter  you had come to the o f f i c e  did other people coma In 
la te r  on? /
ie s ,  s i r .jt ■
«*. And how many people did you f in a l ly  get together in that
-
con ference?
A. S ix  o r  e igh t I th ink.
* . ./ere they business men here in the c it y ?
A. Yes, s i r .
Uembers o f  the a ssoc ia tion ?
A. Yes, s i r .
*<111 you state what took place there, I f  anything, with 
re feren ce  jo the s itu a tion ?
A. Colonel Hunter s ta ted  to  the meeting that there were 
in d ica tion s  o f trouble out a t th is  mine and was desirous o f doing 
something to avert tnoublo, and it  was the opinion o f  the men who - 
were there that I f  the Company would consent t o  shut down the 
operation  that there would be no fu rth er trouble  and from that time
on e fi 'o r ts  were made to get the Company to shut do7/n th e ir  mine.
* •
■4 . what e f f o r t  do you know was made by the A ssocia tion  or 
meeting that a fternoon  towards gettin g  the operator or owner o f .
41 • A telephone, c a l l  ,,aa put in* itor .h r . boater viiO man reported  
to  be in Chicago*
hid you get in connection  with him?
A. Ur. Hamilton was the f i r s t  man who talked to  Ur. Lester 
ana ur* Hamilton reported  to the meeting that Loster had agreed to 
shut down h is  mine.
Then wliat a ction  was ta«cen?
A. .iith  th is  in form ation Colonel Hunter communlc ted  with the 
o f f i c i a l s  o f  the i.i^ne and told  them what L e s te r 's  d ecis ion  was and 
Hamilton confirm ed th at.
4 . ./hat did  you learn , i f  ar^thing, with reference to .that the 
a ttitu d e  o f  the o f f i c i a l s  at the mino was, with reference to  the 
suggestion  o f  c lo s in g  the mine, removing the guards?
A. They were p e r fe c t ly  w illin g  t o  comply with tiiose in stru ction s  
as soon as they had been rece iv ed .
(4. Do you know who ta lkod  to the mine o f f i c i a l s ?
A. The Coal Company o f f i c i a l s .
4.. Communicate the inform ation that you had obtained from Chicago?
A> C olonel Hunter and Lir. Hamilton.
H- Did you hear the conversation  o f  Colonel Hunter in that 
te lephon ic communication?
A. I  d id . i
./hat did Colonel Hunter say?
A. He aaid in a fe e t  that Hr. Loster had authorized the 
c lo s in g  down o f  the mine during the suspension o f  mining operation  
in  this f i e ld  and he suggested to him that they stop f ir in g  and 
d isp lay  a white f la g .
4 . Did he say anything about the conditions o f a truce and 
. how i t  was to be ca rried  out in addition to stopping f i r in g  and 
d isp lay ing a white fla g ?
tlio m inors’ union unu arrange 1 KB to get the in form ation -to
>
the men who v/e.*c gathered 'around the mine.
4 . L id you le rn then ax* and had you learned b o f ore that 
there was somo f ir in g ?
A. we had heard th a t.
ft* what had you hoard?
A. McDowell had reported to Colonel Hunter that there was some
f i r in g  o r - f i r in g  had st?u*ted at the mine.
ft. Did you hear any one had been wounded or k ille d ?
A.. That was reported to Colonel Hunter at that time?
ft. •*hat e lse  did Colonel Hunter do that you unow o f  from that
time on with reference to taking care o f  the s itu a tion  or look ing 
a fte r  the s itu a tion  or  a id  in taking care o f  the situ ation ?
A. He c a lle d  the 3u b -d is t r lc t  o f f i c e  o f  the miner? at Herrin 
and talked to  some one and he said i t  was Mr . Hughes.1
Fox Hughes?
A . F o x  Hughes. .
’ ft. Do you know whether he c a lle d  fo r  any one e ls e  f i r s t ?
A . lie ca lle d  fo r  Mp. W ill is .
ft . Who was Mr. W illis ?
A* He was sta te  board member o f  th is  d i s t r i c t .
ft. Do you know why he did not ta lk  with Hr. W illis?
0
A* I understood that Mr. ‘. i i l l i s  was not in the o f f i c e  a t  that time
f t .
♦ a .
Then he talked with Hr. Hughes?
Yes. §
ft. He said he talked with Hughes. «
*
A.
* '  ft.
Yes.
**a-^ you learned since that ho talked with Hughes?
A. I have no inform ation.
ft. You have no reason to be liev e  be did not ta lk  to Hughes?
A. No, I have not.
ft. what did  he say to  Hughes?
4 2 5
4
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A.
or oper-'
He told  Hughes Lester had authorised the disc antlnu&nco
lions at that ...In ant ce»..od I.'r• il . 'hos !.o a” -ange in scno
way to convey that Information t< th out there.
« . i<iu ..e nay anythin,, further to hr. hughes about ho thei
agreement waa to bo enrriod  out?
* A. There as some talk a out the uen a t  the ..line d. splaying 
a white f l a g .and the men viio were to go to  the ...ino, anu give 
information that the mine was to  be shut down, nnc to display a 
white f la g .
..as anything salu about men coming out o f  the mine or w hen 
they would come out and be removed from the county?
A. Nothing caid vfoile I v/as (.here in connection with that.
■i. L id you learn that la te r  in connection ith  the truce?
A. No, s i r .  ,
h id  you ascertain  from outside source afterwards that some
arrangement ..as made or claimed co be made ..ith  reference to the
* ' “ 
safe passage o f  these men out o f  the county?
A. I understood la ter  that was true.
.(hat did  you understand about that, how it  v« as to  be done?
A. I don't know anything o f  the terns that were arranged a fter  
I l o f t  the o f f i c e .
- i d  you understand those men weri to  case out o f  the nine, 
lay down d ie ir  ar..i3 and be tanen to  some station  cr place o f  trans­
portation  where they could  leavo the county?
A. That was my understanding, yes.
hid you understand that was a part o f  the arrangement that 
•..as completed in th is  truce arrangement, that was made between Hun er 
and Hughes and ilcLcwell at the mine?
A. Afterwords I understood tlu-t that was the arrangement, yes. 
hid you understand when these men wore to be escorted  out 
o f  the mine and to  a place o f  transportation?
• f
*. *,iu: you la te r  any'-..in r lo a t  wuen the hour as or
tint 'a u when that ..as to too consuno-atod? ,
A. lio, s ir*
4 . ~ id  you hoar anything about G or 7 or 8 o 'c lo c k  next nornlng?
A. i.o, I t  was about 10 o '  lock tho next morning /.hen I f i r s t  xsai'd.
■i. I any, d id  you hear anybody nay at that tim e, or at any
time ofterward3 that the arrangement v:aa that they y;ere to  toe e s c o r t ­
ed out o f  the .r.ino the next morning between 6 ana 8 o^clcck?
A. I heard that*
<4. that was genera lly  understood here, was i t ,  aa part o f  the 
terms o f  that tru ce? •
A. Y e s , . s i r .
'4, .Jhat did LIr. Edrington do, i f  anything, in the way o f  a s s is t in g  
Colonel Hunter or  a s s is t in g  others here to  got in form ation or cope
w ith tho s itu a tion ?  ..hat d id  he 3ay or do?
He .
A* X a s s is te d  Colonel Hunter in gathering in form ation  and
rece iv in g  reports from Herrin and harion . Hi a la  considerab le  telephoning
.7as there not something said in conference over there in the
afternoon when your A ssocia tion  members were present with Colonel
Hunter, that a c it iz e n s  committee would toe w illin g  to  gc with the
o f f i c i a l s  or sane o f f i c e r s  out there to the mine and seek to  arrange
to  have the matter adjusted p ea ce fu lly  and these people taken out of
f
the county?
A. lh at was suggested. ^
Q. .That was sa id  about that?
A. h e l l ,  the matter was d iscussed  aa to the best way to  put 
the truce in to  e f fe c t  and that v;ns one o f  the su ggestion s made by 
some one.
State to  the committee that su ggestion . .That was said
about that and how you had i t  figu red  out*-
‘ ~ .
A. ‘ As I r e c a l l  the suggestion was maae that some o f  the c it iz e n s
would go out an fc committee and give inform ation t o  tha man v ho
■
vr' yrounding the nine o f  thr tan:
4» what wes tho reason that was riot carried  cur?
A* w all, a fte r  vOlcn--- Huntsf* got the s u b -u ia tr ic t  o f f i c e  
the deta ils  wore -a f t  fo r  a la te r  m eting., as I* unuoratood and 
they dlu not decide d e f in ite ly  on what course to  pursue.
■i* A fter  C olonol Hunter had arranged the tKuco, 30 far* as 
you heard the arrangement, did he then c a l l  S p rin g fie ld  fo r  any 
purpose?
A. I think he did.
b id  you-hear any conversation hetween Colonol Hunter and 
somebody supposed to be a t  S prin gfie ld ?
A. Yes, s ir .
what conversation  did you hear on the part o f  Cplonel Hunter
at that tin e?  /
■A. iie reported to some one that a truce had been arranged and
*
that the company had decided to  shut down their operations.
4 . what e lse  diu he say?
A. That was about a ll I  r e c a l l .
jjld he say anything at that time about men having been k ille d ?  
Hot that I r e c a ll .
At that tin e  had you learned men had been k ille d ?
A. •e had rece ived  the rep ort.
4. You had received the report there was f ir in g  going on out 
there?’
A- Yes, s i r .
And the report that union miners had been k ille d ?
Yea, s i r .
.*• lo you know whether Colonel Hunter cons^inicated that o r  not
to  the Adjutant General’ •o f f i c e  a t  S p rin g fie ld ?
A. I did not hoar him report i t .
b id  you hear alb he said over th e  phone from th is  end?
-9­
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A.
%•
A.
■v* Ho —ight have .i&do ad u ltio iicl report or imd conversations 
you d id n 't  hoar?
. — ,  *
A. Y es, sir*
4 * uere you around here In the evening o f  the 2 1 st?
A. 1 . aa at hone.
..hat t in e  did you leave the business se ct io n  hero and go
home?
A. Probably about 7 :3 0 .
How fa r  out do you l iv o  from 'the square hero? •
A. Oh, i t  i s  6 or 8 b lock s north o f  the square.
4* b id  you cone back down town that evening?
A. Ho, s i r . A
4* b id  you hear any exp losion s that evening? *
A. l e a ,  s i r .  '
H. About when did you hear them?
A. I t  was about S o 'c lo c k  I th ink.
4* How many did you r ear?
• A. I th in .: there were two.
..hat was the character o f  those explosions w ith  reforence  
to  being severe or n ot.
A* They were very n o ticea b le  but not p a rt icu la r ly  severe .
4. They were unusual?
A. Y es.
b id  you know or suspect or believo  that those explosions 
came from that mine or in that v ic in it y ?
A. Yes, that was what I supposed when I heard them.
4» b id  you learn In any way what the fa c t  was as to  whero 
the e x p lo s io n s  took p lace?
A. No, s i r .
.*. You did not learn that u n t i l  la te r . You unow now they 
were blow ing up steam shovels there, do you not?
a . y  a . ­
,. you 1 .;“  the mail 1 '..• ' t ., t( 50 :.cne, Old
you n o tice  any crowds gathered here?
A. i.iu.ro wo a qu ite a large uuabar o f  people around ;ns s t r e e t s , 
q. ^ld you seo^crtnvtis *ogether In the stree ts?
A. xliey were bunched up In several p laces around the squ are .
« . d id  you know a t that time that thoro v/ero two men Troa that 
s tr ip ' mine over here in ja i l ?
A. No, a ir .
*. when did you learn that?
a . I  think i t  was yesterday in the evidence given here.
You did not learn that be fore?
A. No, s ir*
..hat were these men doing that were gathered here?
A. Just m illin g  around and ta lk in g .
Did you hear any conversations?
A. No, s ir .
(4. Did you hear them say anything?
A. No, s i r .
Q. biu you gather from anything they did say to others as to 
what they wore gnjuigxts ta lk ing  about?
A. I took i t  f o r  granted they were ta lk ing  about trou ble  a t  the
mine.
<. Did you learn a 3 a matter o f  fa c t  what they were ta lk in g  
about, *.7hy they were gathering? .
A. No, 1 did n ot. I ju st assumed that was the p rin cip le  su b je ct .
Q* They were gathering in unusual manner o r  numbers here?
A. Yea, unusual number.
I t  was apparent to  you that something unusual was going to 
take p lace , was in th e ir  mind?
A. Yes.
Did you hear anything about the shooting or attack  upon 
the truck carrying non-union mon from Carbcndalo?
A* Yes, v/c heard that rep ort.
it • Yea, s ir .
H • ..a: that mat-tor diaccsoad then?
A* Yes.
ft* Did you loarn anything o f the d e ta ils  o f  that attack?
A. None o f  the terms.
ft* Lid you loam  that several men had been wounded?
kt Yes, that v.as rep orted . * -
ft* Did you, a lso , learn that there were gatherings over
Harrisburg and other places?
A. 'its , s ir .
a
Did you learn that armed fo rces  were coning In autom obiles? 
A. No, s ir .
ft. Lid you .;now they came through the c ity  that evening a t  6 
o 'c lo c k ?
. /
A. No, s ir ,  I did not know that.
4
ft. About what time did you learn o f  the shooting at the cine? 
ft. 'Ihe beginning o f  the shooting there?
A. Yes, when you learned there v/ere tv/o or  three union men 
..H ie d , .Skat time o f the day was that?
A. I think that was between 3 and 4 o ‘ c lo ck .
ft* And do you think you heard o f  i t  about a 3 soon a 3 i t
• f
occurred?
I • /
A • Yes.
ft. 'Did you go out next day a fte r  th is was ‘over?
A. No, s ir*  
ft. That is  a l l .
• FURTHBi KXAliIIMAxIOit BY hit. IC-OE. 
ft. Are you an operator, MB* M itch ell?
A. Yes, s i r .
ft. Usually the operator and mine workers agroe as to  th e ir
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d l f  ficu  l t i o a . They don 't have any trouble running th.e ml if? a?
A» Very l i t t l e .  r  ‘ ‘
.*» A ll matters> o f  le g is la t io n  you .'c l.:s  ha/vo a roenenta th at 
on, they are arranged by represen tatives o f both slcie3?
'A. Yea, a ir .
In fa ct, that la the v;ay you get a l l  your le g is la t io n  
through the general a sso c ia t io n . It  la usu ally  be an agreenont?
A. 'ihero is  a Joint agreement between executive o f f i c e r s  and 
miners and operators.
i«d  die operation  o f  mines in I l l in o i s  ..ad been interrupted 
la s t  year, hadn't it ? *
A. Yes, a ir .
ifhy was that?
A. The agreement under vliich tain* s had been operated expired 
on the 31st o f  March ana negotia tions wero pending to e itiier  renew 
or make a new agreement.
4 . And w iile  those negotia tions were pending, operations 
merely ceased and no attemptwas node to  run the mines?
A. Uo attempt was made.
(<. afiier. was a new agreement signed between the operators and 
miners?
A. An agreement v.e.s mado to continue the o ld  agreement in fo rce  
on the 21st o f August.
t*. And u n til the 21st o f  Augus t there were no mines operating 
in I l l in o is ?
A. No.
As I understand, th is  Lester S trip  mine, the 07/ner o f  that 
mine came in here and attempted to operate daspit e the fa c t  a l l  
other mines were shut down?
A. Yes s ir .
And he had some 9ort o f  an agreement which would permit him 
to take o f f  surface earth by steam shovel b e fore  he reached the coal?
A. That i s  nhat I understand.
* . And that was agreeable to the miners?
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> # .
A. .lone.
v* • '
%• 1'nen, as I understand i t  the trou b le  arose because a fte r  
he had taken the earth o f f  o f  the c o a l he the. attempted to  do 
something that tho miners though wr.s in v io la tion  o f  the ' agreement?
A. Yes, s i r .
4» And what v/as he a tteciptlng to  do that was in v io la t io n  o f  
that agreement?
A. He was attempting to  load and ship c o a l .
4* In -what manner?
A. * ith  steam shovel.
4» And v/as ho using the same men to shovel c o a l as he did to 
s tr ip  i t ?  ‘ ^
A. No.
4* He brought in a d iffe re n t  crew.
A. Imported la b or .
4 . How long was he engaged in work o f  throwing up earth  before
he reached the coal? *
A. ‘.hat work had been going on fo r  severa l months and up u n t il  
the fo rep a rt o f  June.
That was work o f  severa l months? •
A. Yes.
And then when he fin ish e d  throwing up the earth , he then 
discharged the union steam shovel sen andthen brought in seme other 
steam shovel men and a t  temptid to dig coa l and load that coa l with 
stea:- shovel on cars and ship I t  out?
A. Yes, s i r .
4. And wa3 i t  a t that time he pu armed guards around?
A. I understood the guards come when labor came, when non-union 
labor came.
4. Vilth them came armed guards?
A. About the same tim e.
There V/as not any o b je c t io n  to h is taking the earth o f f  o f
14
that coal there?
4k • I ■!*tV) oi. • 1 * *
And no one int^r^used any cb jo cu lo .. to h is  doir. ; that?
A. No. .
/A<• But a l l  miners around hero were out o f  work and a l l
mines shut dov.n at the tim e. He then brought In non-union men under 
guard and c ttem pted to dig and market co a l out o f  the S tr ip  mine?
A. Yes, s i r .
Yihftt is  a s tr ip  mine?
A. A s tr ip  mine i 3 where the vein  o f  coal comes near t o  the
su rface  and near enough so that the over-burden can be strip ped  c f .
4- In other v;ords, you do not sink a shaft?
A. No.
d . And do not d ig  in from the side? ,
A. No.
d* It  is  much cheaper to mine co a l than to dig i t  out o f  a sh a ft?
A- Very much.
d- And the p r o f i t  o f  cou rse , would be very much greater to  a
man with a mine o f  that kind?
A• Yes, s i r .
••ere there men in the union who d id  do that work a t that
time?
A. Load co a l during the suspension?
d* Yes? *
A. No, s i r .
V In other words, he cou ld  not have gotten any union men to
do that work at that time?
A.
d»
llo, s i r .
I f  I understand i t ,  there ore union men operating that s t r ip
mine?
Yea, a ir .
Q. And the d iffe re n ce  now anu then is  there is  o general agreement
-15'
At tun.A. h T tinfi .vc he d ru. r, roonent covering the operation  
and no s ca le  o f  wages to apply.
i
And, th ere fore , no minor, under an agreement the men had 
among them selves, could be operated in I l l in o is ?
A. Ho, s i r .
And they w ould con sid er  any one worked as a non-union worker?
A. Yes, s i r .
«*. I hat developed th is s itu a tion , that o f  a l l  cool mines around
more
in  th is  community and I b e lie v e  there are iax here than in  any other 
part o f  I l l i n o i s ,  the on ly nine working was the Lester s t r ip  mino?
A. Yes, s i r .
h» And that was being operated by non-union pen under an armed 
guard?
A. Yes, s i r .
lh at would not tend to create any enthusiasm e ith er  among 
the operators or miners in th is  community?
A. ho, s i r .
»i. In other words, the operators were ju st as much out o f  
pocket as the miners themselves?
A* Yes, s i r .
* . I t  is  p retty  w ell conceded that you cannot run a non-union 
mine in I l l in o i s ?
A. Oh, y es .
4 . ih at cannot te done in  th is  s ta te ?
I don 't think any operator would attempt th a t.
It  is  f u t i l e  to attempt to run a mine with non-unlcn workmen 
in I l l in o i s ?
A. Yes, s ir .  •
Q. and outside o f  that n ine, do you .enow o f  any other mine that 
was attempting to  be operated by non-union men in t . . is  s tate?
A, ho, a i r v
And in ordinary times, take fo r  Instance the times in which
/  •  -  . * *  •-. ,  *
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/
r wc arc i i v ln  at present, when r.n operntor and ninera are In an
. * f
agreement and arc mining c x l  iia. racnipualy, i t  ..ouiu bo exceedingly 
dangerous t o  go out attempt ,to operate the mine even at the 
present. time with non-Cmlon men, w ouldn 't it ?  .
A. Yes, a ir .  ,
But at tiiat time everything in  ■‘■ llin o ia , from a coa l
• •
mining standpoint, was a b so lu te ly  shut down?
A. Yes, s i r .
4* And that was shut down because o f  the exp ira tion  o f  an 
agreement that liad been entered in to between the mine workers and 
the operators?
A* Yes, s i r .
And you fo lu s  were mooting with the miners in Cleveland?
A. Yea, s i r . /
*. And you were attempting to determine e ith e r  on the o ld  
agreement or new agreement?
A. Yea, '^ ir .
And you continued terms o f  the o ld  agreement?
A. Yes, a ir .
* %. And that was about August?
A. Yes, s ir .
Now, the mine workers who are operating that mine there now, 
they belong to  the m iners' union?
A. Yea, s i r .
fj. They work d i f fe r e n t ly  than men that work in the shaft?
A. A d iffe r e n t  3Ccle o f rages applies to  that c la s s  o f  work.
Q. But they are miners? •
A. Yes, s i r .
. 4 . S trip  miners?
A* Yea, a ir .
So there is  not any reason why th is  nan Lester could  not 
feexjutiut havo paid r e a lly  an exorbitant wage and s t i l l  make a n ice  
p r o f i t  on the runni
.
4 3 b
that mine at the p lace where th is  occurred? 
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About V&rtv 20,03 • '  out thore v.ith
those steam s ..cve is  In a day?
A. I am not p o s it iv e  but they should load  2b cars a day.
And how ._any ten are requ ired  fo r  that operation?
A. 1 r e a lly  don t «tnov.. I a_. not fam ilia r  w ith  strip p in g
A
op era tion .
You mean one shovel ou ht to  load  £5 or 30 cars?
Yes.
-w And about what i 3 the average tonnage o f  a coa l car?
A • oO t on 9.
* . i/nat Isthe average production o f  a miner in the siiaft?
A. About ten tons per day. That is  a very good average.
* . './hat do you pay miners? .
A. The mining ra te  is  97 cen t3 a ton , that is  rqachine miners.
■*. G etting bach to th is  day you were over in the o f f i c e  o f  
the Groator Iiarion A ssocia tion , Yr. Lli c h e l l ,  you saw Colonel Hunter 
there? * . •
A. Ze3 , s i r .
And did you hear him telephoning to  S p r in g fie ld  at a l l  
during the day?
A* Yes.
'4 . But as I understand i t ,  you are not sure vnat he telephoned?
A. Ho.
You were there when reports  came in that men had been 
ambushed over by Carbondale?
A. Ye 3 .
You heai’d that report and while you wore there you, a ls o ,
re ce iv ed  inform ation as to men having been id l le d  out at tho mine?
A. Yea. ,
Uov: frequently  did you 3ea Colonel Hunter around here­
*
during the days preceding the d isaster?
*  - r . . .  *
* ;it oh, I th in *  I saw him at some time the f o i l  w in g  day. I
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- * 9- m,m* _____don m- roinoinba:* when. . . . .  1.
You saw h iu  .<odnosd- y preceding tue didante ?
A. Yo 3 •
« id  you aee ..im any day b e fore  .<eunosdLQy'.
A* lio .
Eo.. freq u en tly  were you around tEe o f f i c e s  o f  the Llarion 
A sso c ia tio n  on that day?
A. I was In and out o f the o f f i c e  fr o a  about 2 o 'c l o c k  u n t i l  
7 or 7 :3 0 .
<<. were you the President o f  the Greater haricn  A ssocia tion  then? 
A. Yo3 , a i r .
k* Did liuntor appear to  bo  doing a l l  Ee ahoula have done in 
order to  oe r fo ra  Eia duties hero?
A. Yes, 3 i r ,  he d id .
/
He seeded to  be h on estly  try in g  to avert trou b le?
A. Yes, s i r .
■%
You did  not encounter the S h e r iff  that day, did you?
A. Yea, a ir .  w
rcHlhE. HXA-JHAxlJi; BY xES C .-lAIMIAil
Q. Ur. H itcE e ll, do you reaenber what t in e  h r. Hunter c a l le d  
Ser.eral Black ?
A. I n d e f in ite ly .  I t  v,Q3 between 5 or 6 , la te  in  the a fte rn oon .
During that t in e  d id  you d iscu ss  the f e a s i b i l i t y  o f ca llin g  
troops w ith  h r. Hunter or other _ien?
A. Ho, I d on 't  r e c a l l  that was d iscu ssed .
<. That cug^estion  was ::ot d iscussed  in the conference you 
were in?
A. ho, i t  was c n fined e n t ir e ly  to  ways and ueans of preventing 
trou b le  l o c a l l y .
ChAIRLLAli: Any other questions?
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a
• • • laOzi 1  "bvll.ove I aakod you whBto'tije a groeafent bet. eon 
tiio operators and uinerr: ny, Irod?
A. iiarch 21st •
<• And a new agreement went Into e f f o c t  in  August? 
a . - i ‘ ••oi* the 21st or 22d o f  August. I  thini: the 2 1 st,
102'*  Qnd w® continued operatin g  under the o ld  s ca le .
«*.• Ihat i s  a ll*
VS
WILLARD RTDLCT
HAVING BEEN FIRST DULY SWCHii, WAS EXAMINED In CHIEF BY 
CHAIRMAN MC CAFTHY, AND TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS:
Q. What is  your name?
A. W illard R ldlen.
Q. Where do you l iv e ?
A. Route 4 , Marlon.
Q. On a farm? _
A. Yes, s i r .
Q. Where la that with reference to Hoaea Bonus'a
farm?
A. W ell, i t  la  about a mile southeast o f  h is  p laoe .
Q. And where is  your home with reference to the o lty  
o f  Marlon? .
A. About fou r m ile and a h a lf south and east. ,
l
Q. How fa r  from Herrin -  that i s ,  the c ity  o f  Herrin?
A. 15 or 16 m llea, I suppose.
Q. Where la that with reference to the Lester a tr ip  
mine where the trou ble  occurred?
A. You mean from Herrin or  Marlon?
Q. No, from where you liv e  to where the Lester s tr ip  
mine i s .
A. I Judge i t  to be 11 or 12 m iles.
Q. You remember that they had some trou b le  out there? 
A. Yes, s i r .
Q. And that occurred  on a Thursday?
A. I t  d id .
Q. I t  was on Thursday, June 22nd. Now, do you remember 
where you were that day?
A. I was working at the Longbell Lumber Co.
Q. • Where were you on the afternoon o f  that day?
A. Well, I worked part o f  the afternoon and went 
home sometime between two and three o 'c lo c k .
Q. Who went heme with you?
A. I think Borum and Harley Hudgins.
Q. Do you know where Hudgins is  now? '
A. He l iv o s  in town Bomewhere.
Q. Have you seen him?
A. Something lik e  a week since I seen him.
Q. When you were coming home with Hoaea 3orum, did 
you see any o f f i c i a l s  o f  th is  county whom you knew?
A. I seen one I knew.
Q. What was h is  name?
A. I 9een John S ch a ffer . ,
Q. Do you know who i t  was with him?
A. No, only Hosea Eoruo said  it  was S h e r iff  Thaxton. 
Q. How long have you known Mr. S chaffer?
A. Quite a while- I ju s t  dean him around town and
knew him.
Q. But you know him by sigh t?
A. Yes, s i r .  „_ _ \
Q. Where d id  you see him with re feren ce  to where you
liv e ?
A. About a m ile and a quarter from my hone.
Q. And at what plaoe? Do you know the name of the 
road? That i s ,  where the road leads to?
A. I t  i s  ju s t  a road connecting between two main roads. 
You might say a byroad.
Q. Connecting what main roads?
A. This South Main road and South 4th S treet road.
Q. And where do those two roads lead to and from?
\  ‘ V ‘
A. From Marion to  E lizabeth .
Q .V  FURTHER EXAMINATION BY UR. PIERCE.
Q. Where did  you see these people -  S ch a ffer  and
\  ‘  *
the other man?
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A. We were o f f  o f  the railway. You know where
c & E I R.R. runs south -  ju st  o f f  th ere .
Q. How fa r  out from Marion?
A. It  was about three mile and a h a lf .
Q. And were they on the p u b lic  highway at the
you Baw them?
A. I t  is  a road aorose -  I d o n 't  know whether
would c a l l  i t  a p u b lic  highway.
Q* What were they doing?
A. Just d riv in g  along.
Q. What sort  o f  r ig  were they in?
A. A Ford car.
Q. Were they together?
A.
•
Yes, s i r .
Q- Anyone e lse  with them?
* A. Not that I saw.
Q- Which way were they going?
A. East*
Q-
* * 
Coming toward Marlon?
A. Yes, s i r .
Q- What time o f  day?
A. Three o 'c lo c k .
Q* How do you f i x  that time?
v
A. P artly  by the time I quit work.
Q* You kntw the time you quit work?
A. Yes, 2 :00 o 'c lo c k .
Q* And were you on the way home?
A. Yes, a ir . -
Q. Which way do you go home?
A. West. We were taking the other fe llo w home
was with us. _
—
Q. You were in  a Ford?
A. Yes, s i r .
- 3 -
.
Q. There were th ree  in  the o&r?
A;
‘  Q.
A.
ti­
the car?
A.
Q*
A.
Q.
A.
back the
Q.
A.
p.
road to  the Leater S trip  mine?
A. Somewhere around 10 or 12 m ilea.
Q. And the Leater S trip  mine ia about 4 milea out from 
Marion?
A. I should judge about 6 m ilea.
Q. I t  ia h a lf way between here and Herrin and Herrin 
ia  8 m ilea.
A. I cou ld n 't  aay, I thought i t  was fa rth er .
Q. I f  you were about 3 milea in  the country, i t  would 
be the diatance between where they were from Marlon and the 
d istance on to the Leater S trip  mine, which la  4 m iles. In 
other words, where they were, was not in the v ic in ity  o f  
the mine?
A. No, s i r .
FURTHER EXAMINATION BY MR. RICE.
Q. You aay you aaw them three milea west o f  Marion?
A. No, three milea south o f  Marion.
“ * • ■ -
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Yea, s i r .
You recognized Schaffer?
Yea, a ir .
You know him w ell enough to know i t  waa him in 
Yes, s i r .
There .was one man with him?
Yes, Blr.
Where d id  you go a fte r  you met them?
Took the fe llo w  a quarter mile on home and came 
byroad and then went on south.
Do you know where the Leater S trip  Mine ia?
Yea, a ir .
How fa r  was it  from where you met them on the*
* -war*- *•
,
OHATRUAI: What tim e do you lo se  today?
A. Lost a day.
Q. What do you earn?
A* 06•8 6•
Q. How fa r  from here to  the mine?
*
A. 4 or  5 m iles.
Q. What i s  your address?
A. Route 4, M arion, I l l i n o i s .W^~ ■
CHAIRMAN: You w il l  r e c e iv e  jo. cheok f o r  the amount
you have l o s t .
4
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A. A. MOSELEY .
having bean ‘ f i r s t  duly sworn, was o a lled  as a w itness, 
examined in c h ie f  by Chairman McCarthy, and t e s t i f i e d  as 
fo llo w s :
Q. Please sta te  your name?
A. A. A. Moseley,
Q. What i s  your business?
A. R eta il hardware man.
Q. Where is  your p lace o f  b u s in ess t 
A. On West Main.
Q. In the c ity  o f  Marion?
A. Yes, s i r .
Q. How long have you been a hardware dea ler?
A. 30 years fo r  m yself.
Q. And were you conducting a r e ta i l  hardware store  
here on the 21st day o f  June, 1922? .
A. Yes, s i r .
Q. Just sta te  to  the committee what occurred on that 
day, any unusual occurrences that you saw transp ire  re la tiv e  
to your hardware s to re .
A. W ell, I hardly know what to say. Of course there 
was some fe llo w s  came in  and wanted some guns.
Q. What time o f  day?
A. Along about the middle o f the afternoon .
Q. How many?
A. 18 o r  30.
Q. And what d id  they say to  you?
A. Said they wanted to get my guns.
Q. Want to purchase them?
A. No.
Q. What d id  they do, demand the guns?
A. Yes, s i r .
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Q* Tall ua, Just &a naar aa you omn, what waa aald.
A. Thay Bald they wanted my gune. I d id n 't  know what
to do, and to ld  them they would have to pay and they s a i l  
I would get my pay fo r  them. I t o ld  them they would have to 
g ive  me some authority -
Q. Then what happened?
A. They aald I oould c a l l  up Davie. I think It  waa 
Davla at Herrin.
Q. Who waa Davie?
A. I d o n 't  know. I to ld  them I d id n 't  know Davla.
They aald , "You know Hugh W illie "  and I to ld  them I d id n 't  
know Hugh W ill is . They started  to  get them and I to ld  them 
to go to  some other hardware stores  and not take a l l  the 
guns I had, but go and get some from some o f  the o th ers, and 
one sa id , "A ll right boys, le t s  do that" and while they * 
were gone I phoned the s h e r i f f  and they sa id  there was noth­
ing they oould do fo r  me, and then I phoned the o ity  p o lic e  
and Ur. Vinson and another gentleman came down there'.
d* Ur. Vinson is  c h ie f  o f  p o lio e ?
A. Yes, a ir .  While they were gone the p o l ic e  came and 
a fte r  they l e f t  they came back and sa id  they co u ld n 't  fin d  
any guns and I le t  them have what I had.
Q. How many d id  they get?
A. Nine.
Q. What kind were they?
A. Cheap shot guns.
Q. Any ammunition? .
A. Shot gun sh e lls  and revolver ca rtr id g es .
Q. Do you know S h e r iff  Thaxton?
A. Yes, s ir .
Q. Do you know Ur. Storme?
A. No, s i r ,  but I do now. -
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Q. Was Ur. Storms the man you got on the phono?
A. I cou ld n 't  t e l l ,  i t  was some man.
Q. What d id  you t e l l  him?
A. I wanted p ro te ct io n  from the men who came to  get
my guns-
Q. A fter they oame back fo r  the guns, what did you do? 
A. I d id n 't  do anything.
Q. Did you make a record  o f  the guna taken?
A. Yes, s i r ,  I did at that tim e.
Q. Have you that record?
A. I think I have.
Q. Does that record oontaln the names o f  the people?
A. No, s i r ,  it  does not.
Q. Did you know the persons?
ft
A* I did not.
Q. Who e lse  was present in the store  when they f i r s t  
came there?
A. I d on 't  think there was anyone when they came 
the f i r s t  tim e.
*
Q. Who was there when they got the guns?
A. I d on 't  know as anyone was there outside o f  my 
c le rk , Herman S la ter .
Q. Where is  he? *
A. At the s to re . ft
Q. He and you are the only two there in the store?
A. Yes, s ir .
Q. And he was there when they came back and actu a lly  
got the guns?
A. Yes, s i r ,  I think he was.
Q. What did they say?
A. They said  they co u ld n 't  fin d  guns any plaoe e lse
and would have to take mine.
Q. What were the words they used? What I am try in g  to 
get at la  whether they a ctu a lly  demanded the gune or asked 
fo r  them?
A. K e ll, I t o ld  them to  d iv id e  i t  up and they oame hack
*
and sa id  they would have to  take mine.
Q. P rior  to  th is  time you knew there was some trou b le  
brewing? You knew there were guards at the mine?
4* I heard o f  i t .
Q. What time was i t  when they f i r s t  came to the store?
A. About the middle o f  the a ftern oon . I judge about 2 :30 
oe 3 :00 o 'o lo c k .
Q. And what time was i t  when they a ctu a lly  got the guns? 
A. I judge 20 minutes afterw ards. •
Q. P rior  to that timS had you heard o f  the k i l l i n g 'o f  
Union miners at the mine?
A. No, s i r ,  I hadn 't heard i t .
Q. Had you heard o f  the shooting o f  a truck at Carbon-
dale?
A. I think I had, I am not sure.
Q. What d id  these men look  lik e ?
A. They were young men and boys.
Q. What d id  they say they wanted to use guns fo r ?
A. Said they wanted to go out and clean  up those scabs.
0 , Did you report that to the s h e r i f f 's  o f f i c e ?
A. When I phoned to him, jcu x  no I t o ld  him that they 
wanted*guns fo r  trou ble  at the L ester mine.
Q. A fter they went out with the guns and ammunition, 
what d id  you do? .
A. D idn 't do anything.
Q. Did you know any o f  these boys?
A. No, they said  they were from H errin.
Q. Why d id  you le t  them have.the guns?
A. I thought they would take them anyway.
Q. You were a fra id  they might do some v io len ce?
A. I thought It  was beat to le t  them have them.
FURTHER EXAMINATION BY MR. IGOE:
Q. Were you ever paid, fo r  those gune?
A. The Insurance company paid me fo r  them. Riot 
Insurance.
Q. How long had you carried  that insurance?
A. I had taken i t  out about the middle o f March 1922. 
Q. Had you been expecting trouble down here?
A. No.
Q. Had you always oarried  r io t  insurance?
A. No.
Q. Thie was the f i r s t  time you took i t  out?
A. Yes, s i r .  *
Q. Was that the time they started  to s tr ip  earth from 
the mine at Lester?
A. I d on 't  know whether at that time they had or not. 
Q. That was the time the agreement expired , wasn't I t?  
A. Not u n til the 31st.
Q. You took it  out in March?
A. About the 15th o f  March. ------ -------
Q. Were you expeoting trouble?
A. Not at that time.
Q. What oaused you to  take out the insurance?
A. I guess because the insurance agent talked me Into 
i t ,  more than anything e ls e .
Q. And you were fu l ly  paid fo r  the guns?
A. Yes, s ir .
Q. Don't you know who Mr. Davis i 3 ?
A. I heard since that he was one o f  the mine o f f i c i a l s
Q. He is  secretary or  something in the miners' organls/
t ion  at Herrin, i s n 't  he?
A. I oou ld n 't t e l l  you. I d on 't  know.
Q. Do you know Senator Sneed?
A. I know him when I see him.
Q. Do you k:.ow Mr. Davie who ie  connected with him 
J.n the m iners' o rg a n iza tio n <
A. I cou ld n 't  say.
Q. Do you know Hugh W illis ?
A. I know him when I see him. I d t h 't  know titse who 
they were at that time.
Q. And they to ld  you to  c a l l  Davis at Herrin and you 
said  you d id n 't  know him?
A. Yes, s i r .
Q. Did they t e l l  you where Hugh W ill is  was loca ted ?
A. No.
Q. Did you t e l l  the Chief o f  P o lice  everything that
a .happened?
A. Yes, Bir.
Q. And how long did  h is  a ss istan t remain with you?
A. I judge maybe f iv e  minutes.
Q. And b e fo re  you c a lle d  the c h ie f  o f  p o l ic e  you o a lled  
the s h e r i f f 's  o f f io e ?
A Yes, s i r .
Q. And you got someone with a male v o ic e . Did you t e l l  
him what had happened?
A. Yes, s i r .
Q. And that person t o ld  you there w asn 't anything he 
cou ld  do?
A. Yes, s i r .
Q. Did he advise you what to do?
A. Told me to  le t  them have the guns i f  they paid fo r
them.
Q. Told fck you to  le t  them have the guns i f  they could 
pay fo r  them? . * .
A. Yes, s i r .
Q. Did you t e s t i f y  at e ith e r  o f  the t r i a l s  here?
A. For the S tate.
Q. At both o f  the t r ia ls ?
A. Yea, a ir .
Q. Don't you know any persona around the square?
A. Yes, s i r . *
Q. Were you around the square?
A. No, s i r .
C. What time d id  you go home?
A. 6 o 'c lo c k .
Q. What time did  the crowd gather?
A. I oou ld n 't  t e l l .
Q. Did you hear any exp losion?
A. Yea, s i r .  *
Q. Were your l ig h ts  out?
A. I d o n 't  know. I was out In the yard.
Q. What were you doing?
A. JuBt sitting there.
Q. Nothing unusual around your House?
A. No, s i r .
Q. Did you have any fe e l in g  o f  apprehension a* to what 
might happen?
A. I d o n 't  know. I d id n 't  think o f  anything happening. 
Q. Did you know o f  anything ou tside  o f  town?
A. I thought there might be at the mine.
Q. Did any o f  the o f f i c i a l s  appear to be doing anything 
to prevent that trouble?
A. I d id n 't  pay any a tten tion . I was in the s tore  and 
wasn't up town.
FURTHER EXAMINATION BY MR. PIERCE:
Q. What insurance company have the r io t  p o l ic ie s ?
A. I co u ld n 't  t e l l  you. Their agent i s  AllsbrocSk Bros.
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Q* They ere here in Merlon?
A. Yes, a ir .
Q. .'Jow you reported to the insurance company that these 
guns had been taken?
A. Yec, a ir .
Q. That was a fte r  the r io t?
A. Yea, a ir .
Q. You made proof to show it  was necessary -  your p o licy  
provided against r lo ta  and protected  you?
A. Yes, s i r .
Q. Did they send you a check d ire c t  fo r  that lo ss?
A. Their agent brought i t  down to me.
Q. What did  you sign fo r  that check?
A. nothing. The Insurance company sent an ad juster and 
I signed a paper fo r  him. *
Q. You knew you signed that agreement?
A. Yes, s i r .
Q. When did that ad juster come with reference to the 
time the r io t  occurred?
I .  The pfcst I remember i t  was about s ix  weeks.
Q. Did he come be fore  or a fte r  you f i l e d  claim?
A. A fter.
How d id  you happen to f i l e  claim?
A. With the agent here?
Q. Yes. Did the agent ask you to f i l e  i t ?
A. I went to the agent.
Q. When, with reference to the r io t ?
A. I spoke to  him three o r  four days a fte r  i t  happened.
Q. Did he t e l l  you to  f i l e  claim?
A. He sa id  I would have to do that.
Q. Did he give you blanks?
A. He d id  la te r .
Q. And about s ix  weeks a fte r  that an ad juster came here? 
A. Yes, s i r .
452
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0. How long before?
Ar» About three days.
Q. Was that fe e lin g  three days oefore  the r io t ?
A. Yes, i t  fleeced that there might be trou b le .
Q. There was eort o f  an atmosphere that something 
was going to occur and you f e l t  the impress o f  i t  about 
three days be fore?
A. Yes, s i r .
Q. And acting  upon the impression you put away part 
o f  your arms?
A. Yes, s i r .  Put away the best o f  them.
Q. Did th is  man at the s h e r i f f 's  o f f i c e  t e l l  you to 
le t  them have the guns i f  they would pay fo r  them?
A. Yes, s i r .
«
Q. And that was h is statement a fte r  a f u l l  d isc losu re  
from you as to  what the guns were for?
A. Yes, s i r .
Q. Don't you know who the man was in the s h e r i f f 's  
o f f i c e ?
A. No, s i r .  I know the deputy s h e r i f f  Storme, but I 
d on 't  know whether i t  was him or not.
Q. Do you know him w ell enough to  speak to  him?
A. No, s i r .
Q. Did you vote fo r  him?
- A. No, s i r .
CHAIRMAN: I want to  inform the committee that Mr. Friess
was on duty la s t  evening but I am informed that several deputies 
have gone to h is house today and he oan not be found. It  was 
f i r s t  reported that he was asleep and f in a l ly  xkas they got 
in to the house and they t e l l  us there he hasn 't come baok 
from work. They a lso  t e l l  us i f  they fin d  him they w il l  le t  
us know. Mr. Storme, who we have sent fo r  re-exam ination, is  
in  Kansas C ity. L eft yesterday noon on account o f  h is  b ro th e r 's  
hea lth .
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TESTIMONY OF OLDHAM PAISLEY?
BEFORE THE HERRIN MASSACRE INVESTIGATION COMMITTEE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
AT
MARION, ILLINOIS 
A p r il 28, 1923,
April 28, 1923
O L D H A M
having boon first duly aworn,
and testified a3 follows:
P A I S L E Y  
waa examined in chief by Mr. Igoe
14. S t a t e  y o u r  nnjao.
A. Oldham raialay.
A - And you reside?
A. In Marlon, Illinois.
14* What is your position or occupation?
A. Nevapaper man.
4 . How long have you lived in Marion?
A. About eight years. .
-ere you in the city of Marion during the month of June, 1922? 
A. I was.
Were you here all of that month?
A. Yes, sir.
«i. •That is the first thing of on unuaual nature that occurred 
in this locality in connection with the Lester Strip mine?
A. During the month of June, 1922, my first intimation of any 
trouble was when I saw and heard that Colonel Hunter was in town 
investigating disturbances here and I then sought to get some informa­
tion wy myself and went to the State's Attorney Duty's office,
but found that he was in a conference and did not go in, but following
the conclusion of that conference I met Mr. Lester and asked him
concerning the meeting and he then invited me with the other repre­
sentatives of the other papers, to go to the mine and wo went to the 
mine aid he showed us over tlie mire and made a statement of his side 
of the case, which we both printed that night, quoting Mr. Lester, 
q. What night was that, Mr. falsley?
.A. On Monday.
<i. Monday, June 19th?
A. Yes, sir.
>4. What, if anything, happened the next day?
A. I don't remember anything out of the ordinary next day at 
the present. There was seme apprehension that there migfrt be and
s tr e e t  car ana ta lk in g  1 th the conductors and asking them what the 
s itu a t io n  was and they to ld  me that th ings were q u ie t along the 
car l in e .
4 . That is  the car lin e  that runs between here and Herrin?
A. Yes.
h* Had you seen C olon el Hunter th at day?
A. 1 an not p o s it iv e  that 1 saw hAm on Tuesday. On Monday 
he gave me a statem ent, a w r it te n  statem ent which we prin ted  in  
the paper.
<4 . .That was the substance o f  that statement?
A. 1 can read i t  to you in  f u l l .  This statem ent was handed 
me by u o lon e l Hunter in  the presence o f  Major Hobart Bavls and reads 
as fo l lo w s : (Reads statem ent)
" I  am down here making an in v e s tig a t io n  o f  the 
rep orted  d isorder at the Southern I l l i n o i s  Coal Company's mine 
p rop erty . This in v e s t ig a t io n  i s  in  keeping w ith Governor S m all's  
p o l ic y  o f  heading trou b le  o f f  b e fo re  i t  s ta r ts , on the theory that 
a r io t  is  more e a s ily  quelled  in  i t s  in c ip ie n t  stage than a f t e r  i t  
has gained great momentum.
"A fte r  our con feren ce  th is  morning I fe e l  con fid en t 
that the o f f i c e r s  o f  the Coal Company and the lo e a l  c i v i l  a u th o r it ie s  
a rr iv ed  a t an understanding which w i l l  preclude any trou b le  and 
d iso rd e rs . I do n o t , at th is moment, fea r  any trou b le  a fte r  the 
con feren ce  we had th is  morning.
" I t  la  not true that troops «•*»**■ w i l l  be used a t  
th is  time as the s itu a t io n  i s  in the hands o f  the l o c a l  a u th o r it ie s  
and i t  i s  not General Black Is p o l ic y  to  use troops u n t i l  such time 
as the emergency gets beyond the c o n tro l o f  the c i v i l  law o f f i c e r s ,
and we f e e l  con fid en t that the c i v i l  a u th o r it ie s  o f  W illiamson* *
bounty are e n t ir e ly  competent to handle any emergency. V/e have 
every con fid en ce  in  th e ir  perform ing every o f f i c i a l  du ty ."
•2
1 remember that n ig h t, that i 3 Tuesday night o f going to  the
s tre e t  car ,unu t a i l in g  Ith  liie conductors and oaring them what the 
s itu a t io n  was and they to ld  me that th ings were qu iet along the 
car l in e .
That is  the cor lin e  that runs between here and Herrin?
A. Yes.
H* Had you seen C olonel Hunter that day?
A* 1 am not p o s it iv e  that 1 saw litim on Tuesday. On Monday 
he gave me a statement, a w r itte n  statement which we prin ted  in  
the paper.
Yfnat was the substance o f  that statement?
A. I can read i t  to you in  f u l l .  This statement was handed
me by c o lo n e l Hunter in  the presence o f  Llajor nobert bavis and reads
*
as fo l lo w s : (Reads statem ent)
. - /
" I  am down here making an in v estig a tion  o f the
rep orted  d isorder at the Southern I l l in o i s  uoa l Company's mine
property . This in v e s tig a t io n  is  in keeping ..ith  governor Sm all's
p o l ic y  o f  heading trou ble  o f f  b e fo re  i t  s ta rts , on the theory that
a r io t  is  more ea s ily  quelled  in i t s  in c ip ie n t  stage than a fte r  i t
has gained great momentum.
"A fte r  our con ference  th is  morning I fe e l  con fident
that the o f f i c e r s  o f  the Coal Company and the lo c a l  c i v i l  a u th orities
a rr iv ed  a t an understanding which w i l l  preclude any trouble and
d iso rd e rs . I do n o t , at this moment, fear any trouble  a fte r  the
con ference we had th is  morning.
" I t  is  not true that troops nutxta w i l l  be used a t
th is  time as the s itu a t io n  is  in the hands o f  the lo c a l  a u th oritie s
and i t  is  not General B la ck 's  p o l ic y  to  use troops u n til such time
asthe emergency gets beyond the co n tro l o f  the c i v i l  law o f f i c e r s ,
and we f e e l  con fid en t that the c i v i l  a u th o r itie s  o f  u illiam son
bounty are e n t ir e ly  competent to handle any emergency, iVe have
every con fidence  in  th e ir  perform ing every o f f i c i a l  duty."*
4* That statement v/ea given to you by C olonel Hunter on
Monday, Juno 19th?
A* le a , a ir . * £
4 . 'ihon, as I understand i t ,  you d id  not see the C olonel 
any more u n t i l  Wednesday?
*
A. I am not p o a it iv e . I d on 't  r e c a l l  non see in g  him although 
I may have.
And then do you r e c a l l  anything unusual that happened on 
Tuesday o f  any kind?
A. I don 't know.
(4 . On Wednesday, June 21 st, did you see C olonel Hunter?
A. 1 d id .
<4 * ./here was he when you f i r s t  saw him that day?
«
A. In the Gem Restaurant I  b e l ie v e  was the f i r s t .  May I  s ta r t  
in  and lead  up?
On .lednesday morning I made my usual news rounds, the 
undertakers, cou rt house, c i t y  h a ll  and was in  the S h e r i f f 's  o f f i c e  
at approxim ately 12 o 'c lo c k ,  when S h e r iff  Thaxton rece iv ed  a telephone 
c a l l  that he understood came from  McDowell, s ta tin g  that th e ir  truck 
had been f i r e d  on and that some o f  th e ir  men had been in ju red , and
ordered  him to  go to  the scene o f  the tru ck . S h e r if f  Thaxton
, * 
l e f t  the o f f i c e  at that time and I la te r  v e r i f i e d  he d id  go th e re .
I  went to the Gen restaurant to  get something to  e a t  and C olonel 
Hunter, and 1 an under the im pression, LIr. Edrington, were eating 
dinner th ere  and I to ld  C olon el Hunter what I heard at the S h e r i f f 's  
o f f i c e  about th is  tru ck  being f i r e d  on. I  went from  the restaurant 
to  the depot and then returned to  the Greater Marion A ssocia tion  
o f f i c e  where I made headquarters f o r  the r e s t  o f  the ihy.
At the G reater Marion A ssocia tion  o f f i c e  C olonel Hunter 
was try in g  to get some in form ation  and I to ld  him I thought perhaps, 
knowing people in these other communities, I  might be able t o  
get in form ation  quicker fo r  him, so I made c a l l s  and ta lked  w ith
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the hardware atore nen at Herrin and obtained  from  them the names
o f tho £ tore  a that wore ra ided , the number o f  guns that were tn.cen 
and approximate rounds o f  ammunition that were taken, which 
Inform ation  I gave to C olon el Hunter as fa s t  as I got i t  and he 
made n otation s a cco rd in g ly .
4 . About viiat tlmo o f tho day was th a t?
A. That was aw fu lly  hard to fig u re  then. I should estimate 
that was 1:30 or 2 o 'c l o c k .  I t  was aw fu lly  hard to  t e l l *
(4 . .that was the next thing happened?
A. Colonel Hunter, during the a ftern oon , made three or fou r  
c a i l s  fo r  Adjutant General Black from that o f f i c e  ana on the 
f i r s t  c a l l  that I  heard, he was ta lk in g  with General Black and 
turned to  me and asked me f o r  some fu rth er  in form ation concern ing 
the guns and ammunition and 1  gave that t o ‘ him and he repeated  that 
over the phone to  who ever he was ta lk in g  to  and who I  b e l ie v e  was 
General B lack. That was tho in form ation  aboutxXxomjucdudcxg s to re s  
be in g  robbed .
<4 . About how irany guns and rounds o f  ammunition were taken?
A. I am p o s it iv e  in my mind that ho to ld  him shout stores 
being ra id ed  and am under the im pression that he t o ld  him as 
to  the number o f  guns taken and anount o f  anmunition.
q . Did he t e l l  him anything about the truck at that time?
A. Not that I r e c a l l .  You see that was an hour or two
_ _ 1hours a f t e r  1  to ld  him about the truck in form ation so I don t
know whether he may have done that b e fo r e . At that conversation
I d on 't  r e c a l l  anything about the tru ck .
4 . B efore you learned  any men had been k i l le d  a t the mine, 
was i t ?  What is  the next th ing? .
A. tie kept try in g  to get in form ation . I worked over ttiut 
phone fo r  him and went across the h a l l  to  do phoning from there 
so as not t o  b lo ck  one phone on c a l ls  coming in  and I suppose 
h a lf  an hour la te r  i t  occu rred  to  me that there might be an 
attempt to  ra id  the Marion s to res  and so 1  went to  the phone and
c a l le d  oach ox the merlon hardware stores and at Mr. M osely 's 
they tola  mo i  was alreq.dy coo la t e ,  They had already been th ere .
At one s tore  they alroauy to ld  me they put th e ir  guns a7ay and 
at another store  they thanked me and X unaerstood la t e r ,  liv e  
minutes la te r  a mob came in  and seeding guns, but they had removed 
t h e ir  guns. It  was approxim ately th is same time that Edrir.gton 
and 1 decided , 1 d on 't  know who o r ig in a te d  the idea, t o  get r id  
o f  the Legion r i f l e s ,  e s p e c ia lly  a f te r  Llosely had beon robbed, 
and h r . B drln gto if got the key fo r  the c lo s e t  in  the p o l ic e  o f f i c e ,  
and we ca rr ie d  the r i f l e s  In there anu put them in  th is  c lo s e t ,  
which was lock ed  up. Not more than 15 or 20 minutes a f t e r  that 
a b ig  number came in  th e re . I happened to be in  the main room at 
that time and they demanded the American Legion r i f l e s .  The exact 
words I don t remember. Approximately: We want the Legion r i f l e s .
And I to ld  them the Legion r i f l e s  were not th e re . * They thmj^it I 
was ly ing  ana I took them over to the boxes where the r i f l e s  were 
and showed them the box es. They picked up some ca r tr id g e  b e lts  
and started  away with those and I sa id : “ They can be o f no value
to  you and we w i l l  have to  pay f o r  them." And one o f  the crowd sa id : 
"That is  right',1 and took them back and they took nothing.
<4. ,/as that the occa sion  some one drew a gun on iij,. -c-drington?
A. No, s i r .  That was the second time, and I took p a rticu lar  
pains to look  over the crowd to  see  i f  any one I knew. I was 
in te re s te d  to  see i f  any o f  our Legion mambe s were in the crowd. 
There was no one in the crowd that I knew nor any one I have sin ce 
re cog n ized . Some of the men, I r e c a l l  a t that time, to ld  me or 
wanted to know i f  I was fo r  or against then and they said there were 
nine o f  our men k i l le d  and they had to  have the r i f l e s .  1 t o ld  them 
the r i f l e s  were not there.
4 . As I  understand i t ,  th is o f f i c e  i3 ju st  a cross  the h a ll 
from the o f f i c e  o f  the C hief o f  P o lice  o f th is  C ity , same bu ild in g ?
A, Same f l o o r i  The p o l ic e  door is  probably 20 or 25 f e e t  from 
the door o f  the Greater Marion A ssoc ia tion .
<4* oAae build  Inc and 3auo floor?
A. Yes, s ir .
4 . And where is  the hayor ' 3 tif f le e ?
A. .'/’e l l ,  the mayor hna no o f f i c e .  The Council Chamber i 3 
down s ta ir s  ana 1  presume you might c a l l  that the m ayor's o f f i c e . '
$ . V/tfere there any c i t y  o f f i c e r s  around there that day?
A. T his p o l ic e  o f f i c e r  Thornton a llow ed us to  put r i f l e s  in .
I d on 't  know where he came from or  where he went to but my im pression 
was he was on the s t r e e t .  The c i t y  o f f i c e r s  would n ot be u p s ta irs .
<*. Did any one re p o rt  any o f  those happenings to  the S h e r i f f 's  
o f f i c e ?
\
a . l  am not p o s it iv e .  I was in  the S h e r i f f 's  o f f i c e  la t e r .
I d on 't  know whether la te r  or  b e fo re . I  xemember one instancy 
fo llo w in g  a telephone c a l l  that Colonel Hunter had w ith some one / 
that 1 presume v/as S p r in g fie ld , ~e asked me i f  I  would go to  the 
S h e r i f f 's  o f f i c e  and ask the deputy to come over and 1 went over and 
asked Mr. Storme, Deputy S h e r if f  to  come over, and iir.Storme did 
go over but I  was not there at the time C olon el Hunter talked with 
*“r .  *»tor»e. The second time Mr. Hunter asked me to f in d  the Deputy 
S h e r if f  fo r  him I  went to the o f f i c e  but there was no one in  the 
o f f i c e  at that tim e.
About what hour was that?
A. 1 co u ld n 't  say. My estim ate is  5 o 'c lo c k ,  second one 
and the other one between 3 and 4 . Miring the afternoon at 3 :15 
we re ce iv e d  a c a l l  from the mine. My im pression is  that McDowell 
and he ta lk ed  with C olonel nuntar and he sa id  that they had been 
l i r e d  upon and about 500 shots had been f i r e d .  I think I am co rre c t  
on that tim e. My im pression is  we looked i t  up at the time i t  
happened and I got that rep ort in  the a ftern oon  paper. They must 
have been f i r e d  on be fore  4 o 'c l o c k .
.. (4. 500 shots had been fir e d ?
Q. Anyblkiy wounded or k i l le d ?
A. Hot at that tim e.
h* -hat was the next thing that happened?
A. W ell, we went out and brought up our 3upper. I  don 't%
th in .; o o lo n o l Hunter l e f t  the o f f i c e ,  done one brought sandwiches 
up fo r  l i ia . ,/e ate  sandwiches and a g la ss  o f  milk and d id  not go 
out fo r  supper.
~id you not re ce iv e  the rep ort about the k i l l in g  o f  men a t  
the mine b e fo re  you had super?
A. We rece ived  a rep ort that a man had been k i l le d  and I got 
the in form ation  from one o f  the Herrin undertakers that i t  was 
Jord ie  Henderson, and la te r  v e r i f i e d  i t  was Jordie Henderson, but
what time that was 1 have no id e a . I t  was during the time I was up* • •%
th e re .
/
4 . *<hile you were up tie re d id  the telephone c a l l  come in and 
s ta te  that some more men had been k i l le d ?
A. No, s i r .  I  ckm't r e c a l l  knowing o f the th ird  man being 
e ith e r  k i l l e d  or wounded u n t i l  la te  that n ight and then d id  not v e r i fy  
i t  u n t i l  next day. But the wounding cf f ' i t t s  Cavots we heard about 
tome time that n ight but the wounding o f  Hudgens I  learned about 
during la te  that evening and did n ot v e r i fy  i t  u n t i l  next day because 
I heard the report that he was shot in  a buggy, passing along and i t  
sounded f is h y .
<4. Did C olonel Hunter c a l l  up S p r in g fie ld  again when you were 
up there?
A. . He made e ith e r  three or four c a l l s  w hile I was up there.
I t  might have beon two but I am under th e  im pression th ree .
.4. Uhat conversations did you near him have over the te lph one?
A. I  r e c a l l  th is  in form ation about the s tores  being ra ided .
1  am not p o s it iv e  a s  to what other reports he did make.
4 . Did he report anything about a truck being attacked over 
at Carbondale?
A. Not while I was there, but that report I would have thought
would have been made b e fo r e .
iAd ho re ort  anything about b i l l in g  at the mine?
A. Hot thut 1 r e c a l l .  1 itnow he made a c a i i  ..h ilo I ..no 
away, which is  the c a l l  that h r .  ..ardor t o o t l f i o u  t o .  I was nut 
there  ..hen that c a l l  wa3 made.
That is  at d o 'c lo c k ?  
x thinic that is  the timo he p lacoa  i t .
■*. - i d  Dov.ell c a l l  u~ and request a ss is ta n ce  while you 
were there?
A. McDowell c a lle d  ana as£ed f o r  troops ana I heard C olonel 
Hunter pass on that in form ation  t o  S p r in g f ie ld .
.4. -.Crowell d id  c a l l  up and a3 k fo r  troops?
A. Yes, s i r .
■*. .h a t v/aa a fte r  you rece ived  the rep ort about 500 allots
*
eing . i r e d  there?
A. Yes, s i r .
■*. And a f te r  some inform ation about Henderson being b i l le d ?
.»• I b e lie v e  n ot.
4 . But anyhow a fte r  500 shots had been f ir e d , LiCDowell did 
c a l l  up and -as.c f o r  troop s?
A. Yes, s i r .
And tnan you heard Hunter convoy that inform ation to  
d p r in g fie ld ?
Yes, a ir .
4. Co you remember the words he used?
A, Approximately t h is :  McDowell made a requ est to  me f o r
tro o p s . That is  approxim ately.
in the*. con versation  did Hunter repox't about 500 shots
having been fire d ?
A. I don 't remember.
heard
v^ . But you had kxd a previous con versation  between Hunter
‘ at ^ p r in g fio id ?
Q. At which he to ld  about the s itu a tion  down there?
A. About stores  ‘beln  ; raided.
*
iuia am..unltion onu t i^ns being; teuien? /
J
A* 'it s i s ir*  ‘ •
nhat is the next thing that happened, Liz*. Aa ia ley?
A. j- was out two or three times look ing Tor the S h e r iff  and
t
I never found aim but i  was o .e r  to  the j a i l  and I do not know 
what time it  was. I t  must nave oeen in the neighborhood o f 8 or 
9 o 'c lo c k  and they to ld  me he had come back in  town but I did not 
lo ca te  him then, but !ml/Jcjk I .{new the S h e r iff  had come from the 
scene o f  th is  truc«c snooting anu I was try ing  to rind him fo r  
C olonel Hunter at that tim e. I .mow he w-'ia not back at 5 because 
I was over in that proxim ity and i t  was 3 or 9 when they to ld  me he ✓  
was bock.
*
4 . Hunter sent you out to  endeavor to  lo ca te  the S h e r iff?
A. No s p e c if ic  orders. Ne were a l l  working together to 
gather what inform ation we cou ld .
■«,. <ere you present at the o f f i c e  o f  the Greater ularlon a ssoc ia tion
when some attempt was made to  organize a c i t iz e n s ' committee?
A. No, s i r .  I returned, I uon 't &now the hour, tut ..hen 1 went
up to  the o f f i c e ,  bo lon el Hun.er t o ld  me he had arranged fo r  a truce
and he stated  he haa ta lked  to  the mine, that they were to cease
f i r in g  aid put up a white f la g  and that he had ta lked  to the m iners'
as
s u b -d is t r ic t  o f f i c e  and ±± I r e ca ll nov/ Hugh W illis  and Fox Hughes 
were to go to the nine with a white f la g  on th eir  ca r .
.*. .fnen were they to go?
A. Uy understanding was to  go at once.
4 . That was that a fternoon?
A. 'ihat evening at 7 or 8 o 'c lo c k  when I heard th at.
4 . Lid Hunter arrange a ti*uce over the telephone from the o f f i c e  
o f  the Greater Larion associa tion ?
A. 1 d o n 't  rntou ho. i t  was arranged. He to ld  me.
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4 * ><nE there any time made as to  when that truce was to
be o ffe c te d ?
A. That Is a l l  I ever knev about the tru ce . I l e f t  then, 
ihe c i t y  newspapers were hounding the l i f e  out ot m yself and every­
body and so 1  went back and rep orted  that to  the c i t y  .xpers, 
th at a tru ce  had been arranged and that I thought and b e lie v e d  that 
pence visa going to  be re s to re d  a l l  over. I t  was ny honest op in ion  
then, so much so , that I did not think they need send any s p e c ia l 
men down and I got c a l le d  down f o r  that the next day.
4 «  .<hat i s  the next thing that happened?
A. I made those c a l ls  from my o f f i c e  and when I came out from 
my o f f i c e  some wheres in the neighborhood o f  m idnight, and sta rted  
out to  see what I could f in d  out again, and I met a crowd coming 
down from D uty's o f f i c e .  They seemed to  think, I gathered, that 
i t  was ov er . xhe c r i s i s  was passed and I went on home. 1  came 
dor/n next morning a l i t t l e  ea r lie r*  than usual, about 6:50 or 7.
4 . ./ere there any crowds in  the s treet around the court
w
house that n-ght?
A. There was the early part o f  the evening but by the time 
I  went home I d on 't  r e c a l l  now thore was any large  crowd on the 
square. I was in the o f f i c e  o f  the Greater liarion A ssocia tion  
or going across  to my o f f i c e  and I was n ot out on the square any
length  o f  time at a i l ,  but there wore crowds on the square. I
*
d id  not n o t ic e  any p a rt icu la r  la rg e  mobs.
<4. Your o f f i c e  is  on the same side o f  the square with the 
o f f i c e  o f  th e  Greater llarion A ssocia tion ?
A. *‘ e are both  on the east side o f the square. D iffe ren t 
ends o f the square.
4 . And Lir. D uty 's o f f i c e ?
A. A t  that tim e L^. Duty's o f f i c e  as in an o f f i c e  ad jacent 
to  our b u ild in g .
4 . Did you hear any loud n o ises  that n igh t?
~~ ' *7 -—s .A. Yes, s i r .• ** •
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About what time?
I 9 'A. I have no iuoa . I lo s t  a l l  Idea u f Lime. I ucn t 
«sncm. ”*-t oust, have been y, 10 or 1 1  o 'c lo c k .
were any l ig h ts  out there that n ight?
A. Xes, s i r .
Hoy/ long?
A. I mode my c a l ls  with candle l ig h t .
4> Did the lig h ts  appear to be out a l l  over the c i^y?
They T.ere ou t . There was a breatc in the transm ission  
lin e  from C arrier  H i l ls .
4 . That is  an unusual ocarrence?
A. No, s i r .
4> hor frequ en tly  does that happen?
A. we get our power ana lig h t  from a plant at Uuday r ig h t 
near Harrisburg and during the war i t  got so bad we had to  put in  
an engine to p u ll our machines. They hau so many l ig h t s ,  ana sin ce  
then we had frequent occurrences o f  power aid lig h t  o f f .
<4* When you saw men coming down from hr. Duty's o f f i c e ,  d id  
you ta lk  v/ith them as to how things had been se tt led ?
A. Y es. I knew previous to  that time about th is  truce 
having been arranged and as 1  r e c a l l  now, I got some a d d it io n a l 
in form ation from them, and presuming there was la te r  in form ation , 
and they had not heard whether i t  was ca rr ie d  through or  n ot.
4 . was Hugh w i l l i s  in  that gathering?
A. I  don 't remember any one except i  walked home with 
John S ch a ffer  that n igh t.
4 . You d on 't  ctnovi whether the truce had been ca rr ie d  out?
A. I  did n o t .
4 . Did you know telephone w ires at the mine had been cut?
, A. 1 d id .
4. When did you fin d  that out?
A. Between 6 or 7 . I knexi wo cou ld  not got c a l l s  through
\
from the mine any more.
40b
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Q. There was no m y o f  communicating with the mine?
A. No, a i r .  •• -
**• And so fax- ra you itnov; there v;do no im 'o m o tio n  in -town 
as to  whether o r  not tiiat truce has been c a r r ie d  out?
A. Ho, a ir .  I am sure 1 would see Ur. t t i l l i s  there because 
i f  I bad 1  would have aa^ed him what the fu lf i l lm e n t  o f the truce 
hna been because I knew about h i a tax  name having been mentioned.
He may have been there but I did not aee him.
Do you .enow r o x  Hughes?
i
A. I don t know.
<4. You knew Hugh .V illis  then?
A. I d id  then.
14. You don 't r e c a l l  hia coming?
A. No, a i r .
And then you went home during the night?
A. Yes, a ir .
You reached your p lace o f business around 6:30 or 7?
A. That ia  ay guess.
Q. .'/hat were the happenings that day? '
A. I  started  out on the usual news rounds to c lear that up 
e a r ly  and I was in the o f f i c e  o f  Hunter, the P o lic e  Uagi tra te , 
w ith  T. £. Craig, c i t y  ed itor  o f  the other paper and we were g e ttin g  
p o l ic e  fo r c e  record  when three or fou r men came in  and sa id : .«0 came
up to  get the Legion r i f l e s ,  and I t o ld  him the r i f l e s  were not there, 
and they s a id :"  A ll r ig h t . .«e are going to get them" and marched 
ou t. They did not seem to be under any s tre ss  o f  excitem ent as 
o th er  crowds had been.
£ . That was on Thursday?
A. Thursday morning at approximately 7 :3 0 . Then a f te r  that 
1  l e f t  and went down to  the square and wrote up what l i t t l e  news I
had and heard the report that men had been k i l le d  in the woods.
I wont up to the Greater ^arion A ssocia tion  to 30 0 what information,<r _ *
ualonel ;Amter had, i f  he was there and found ho ?. as there, and 
1  think that he hnu heard the same ropox’ t ,  uut he dia not have 
any v e r if ica t io n  of i t ,  30 Judge Hartwell* Major Lavis, Colonel 
hunter and m yself h ired  a tax i and started  out to  f in d  out. I 
think we were delayed one h a lf hour or so over phone c a l ls  that 
Colonel Hunter was making. I am not p o s it iv e  about that and we 
were h a lf  an hour or more lc t e  in gettin g  away and r.e must have 
l e f t  ere  very c lo s e  to 1 1  o 'c lo c k .  * Tie to ld  the can we v/anted 
to  go to  the woods and he evidently  aid not know the way because 
he took us to  the nine f i r s t  anc. we went on around past Crenshaw 
Grossing and u? to the woods. At the rower House .Voods a ll o f  . 
us got out o f the ca r . AH o f us asked i f  the bod-ie a were s t i l l  
there because we saw such a crcx/d around there. .ie knew the .report 
mu9t be true ana they said : “ Ho, the bod ies had been taken to  Herrin*"
So Colonel Hunter was not ready to go on, as he was ta lk ing  to some 
one and I wanted to v e r ify  ny fa cts  and I ran down in the road and 
caught an automobile headed towards Herrin, got in to  Herrin, went 
to  the morgue and v e r if ie d  the fa ct  that the men had been k i l le d  
and went from there to telephone the o f f i c e ,  and ca lle d  ray o f f i c e ,  
which wrs between 12 and i ±  1 o 'c lo c k ,  sane tim e. Then I  went back 
t o  the morgue and found some liar ion men that I knew who v.ere ready 
to  go back to  Marion and came back with them.
Is that about a l l  you know?
A. I think that is  about a l l .
%. Any fu rth er questions?
jflJRTHBt SX&: IKATIOM BY JIHE CHAIRLIAH:
Ur . P a is ley , On Monday when you were with Colonel Hunter 
and the S h eriff was there any troops mentioned?
A. On Monday?
q . Any ta lk  as to the a d v isa b ility  o f  c a llin g  troops?
A. I rfever fcnaxjnqc heard any discussion  at that time that I
%
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TTarT r e a l l  concerning tro o p s .
h ith er uiiu ay or the other?
— -  , i  *
A. Ho, a ir . i. w ill tQ«Le thot back . I ao r e c a l l  that one 
time, whether Monday, Tuooday or xcdnosuay, 1 heard co lon el hunter 
moke the atntemont that the S h e r if f ,  or Intim ation that the S h e r iff  
had t o o  ale fo r  troops b e fore  they co u ld  be ca lle d .
4 . hut you do not know what time that was?
« .  I do n ot remember viiat day. 'ihere were so many ta lk ing  
anti 30 much excitement* that p lacing d ire c t  days and times la  rather
d i f f i c u l t .
4 . On ..edneaday do you remomber there was any ta lk  about the 
s itu a t io n , i t  hadbocome ao tense that troops oug t to  be ca lle d ?
I do not r e c a l l  troops being mentioned on Wednesday.
*i. eere you at the Greater “ aricn  A ssocia tion  o f f ic e s  at 
the time the C itizen s Committee was there?
A« n e l l ,  1  was there while those various persons were up there.
4 . nas there any talk  there?
A. 1 don't r e c a l l  troops mentioned while the C itizens uomraittee 
was there. We were a l l  there together and I remember Mr. Hamilton 
being there, Mr. Master, Mr. d ix , Mr. M itch e ll. *<e v/ere a l l  working 
towards a conxuon end.
*. but a t  no time did they ta lk  about troop s .
A. in  none o f  the telephone conversations do 1 r e c a l l  tat ops 
being requested oxcept to  pass on th is  request o f  M cDowell's.
4 . That McDowell sa id  he wanted troops sent out there?
A* Yea, s ir .
FURTHER EXAMINATION BY Lit. BACKED, ATT0.HEY FOd 
Genera 1 B lack.
4 . May I ask Mr. r a ia le y , do you remember the time that the 
s to re s  were v is te d , was i t  2, or around 4 o 'c lo c k ,  bo you know 
what time they were v is i t e d  at Herrin, what approximate time?
a . The approximate time must have been 1:30 or 2 . na I 
r e c a l l  now, that wua the f i r s t  inform ation 1 obtained. No, i t  was 
e a r l ie r  than th a t, because I r e c a l l  that one man 1  talked to  s ta ted
------ W
lie 3 net there at the time thnt the s to r e  was ra id ed , that he 
was homo at dinner, 30 ..aether tie -joes to ainner from 12 to  1 
or what tim e, 1 don 't «cnow. rtt the time 1  obtained tlie report » 
i t  was very c lo s e  to 2 o 'c lo c k ,  but i t  had happened b e fore  th a t .
You obtained this report some whore around 2 o'clock?
A. That is  ay beet r e c o l le c t io n  as to  the time.
*t» You sta ted  that a fte r  obtain ing th is  report you n o t i f ie d  
the stores here?
A. Some time la te r .  I t  might have been an hour, in fa c t ,
i t  d id  not occur that at the time i t  was that se r iou s .
where
<4. bo you r e c a ll  o f  any con versation  a-iv'aay Colonel Hunter 
asked General Black that he thought troop s ought to  be sent?
A. Ho, s i r ,  I do n o t .
<4. **ere you in the Greater -*arion A ssocia tion  a l l  the time 
so that you cou ld  have heard a l l  conversationb between General 
B lack aid C olonel Hunter? /
A. No, s i r ,  I could not have heard  a l l  o f  them. I under­
stand i t  was a Z o 'c lo c k  c a l l  and I know I via not there at that c a l l  
jjO you remember the approximate time when McDowell made a 
request fo r  troops?
A. No my guess as to  the time would be in  the proxim ity o f  
5 o 'c l o c k .  No, i t  would have been la te r  than that i f  he reported  
that the men had attacked the mine, I t  might have been the same time 
but I am under the im pression i t  was la t e r .
Q. In regard to th is  tru ce , do you remember what was your 
opin ion  when you thought the truce was going through. Do you
remember about the approximate time? Was that in  the evening?
* \
A. No, I do not.%
4 . Do you remenicer the f i r s t  time when, in your own mind,
.. ’ (
'you f e l t  as though a truce ’ .as going to be accomplished?
• 7
A. When Colonel Hunter t o ld  me. 
ti. ihat was about 6 o 'c lo c k ?
A. That i s  my nearest guess.
. •
At that time do you b e liev e  Colonel Hunter thought a
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tru ce  would bo arranged and there would ba no trouble?
A. leu, air.# •
4» h id  uolonel iiuntdr evor say anything to you v..iich would
in d ica te  he thought this truce .vould be arranged anu there ,ould 
be no trouble?
A. Our Conversations lead me to  be lieve  he f  e l t  that way.
4« H»id he, at any time, say anything to  you about any inform s- 
t io n  to be given out in  the paper regarding the truce?
h. He to ld  me there was no ob je ct ion  to giving that out.
4* Did he ever say anything he thought he rnd been very 
su ccess fu l in arranging the truce and he wanted that brought out 
to  the attention  o f  the public? •
A. he said  he had no ob jection s to my sending out the fa ct 
that the truce i»d  been arranged.
4 . hid he say anything about any a r t ic le s  regarding tbs truce?
A* A rtic le s  were not mentioned.
/
4 . Did you have any conversation w ith Colonel Hunter regarding 
what he thought he might have done and t h .t  i t  ought to  be brought 
out in an e d ito r ia l or write-up?
A. Colonel Hunter said he hid arranged fo r  th is  and that there 
7; a no ob je ct ion  to sending i t  out.
4 . ihia i s  what I mean: h id  Colonel Hunter t e l l  you that he
had arranged th is  truce and he wished that when you wrote up t .e 
a r t ic le  that proper atten tion  be given to the part he had done towards 
the arranging o f  i t ?
A. 'lhat was the substance o f  i t .
4 . That is  a l l .
* , I «
FURTHER EJCAillUATION BY HR. IGOE:
' »
4. You thought Colonel Hunter had done about a l l  he could  down
#
here- to avert th is  trouble?
A. That is  not a fa ir  question . H ind-si^ it i s  better than 
fo r e s ig h t . At that time i t  may be a l l  that cou ld  be done, i  don 't
•
* . - -­
MR. riRCE: Let me ask you: i/hen this Greater Marion a ssocia tion
know
was In conx'erence ana C itizen s  -.ora.ifctee, so to 3peak, you were in  
and out.?
A. Y es, . s i r . * ' * ■ ’ “
h* Getting such Information as you could?
rt. Yes, a ir .
4 * l i d  you hear anything sa id  in that con feren ce  by anybody 
w ith re feren ce  to  securing or attempting to secure the cooperation  
o f  th e  S h e r if f  and h is  deputy?
A- A t  the C itizen s Conference? No, I do not r e c a l l  now. I 
remember t h is ,  o f  going to  the S h e r i f f 's  o f f i c e  and asking ilr. Storme 
to  go over there and o f  going another tim e and fin d in g  no one in 
the S h e r i f f 's  o f f i c e ,  - s  t o  the conversation  regarding the S h e r iff  
or S h e r i f f 's  deputy, I  do n ot r e ca ll  now .If I get your p o in t .
(i. Did Storme go over to  th is -con feren ce  on the a ftern oon  o f  
the 2 1 at?
A. He went over to  ta lk  to  C olon el.
H* He requested him. Did you go with him Uiere?
A. 1 d id  n o t .
Q. Did you hear any o f  the conference?
A. I do not think so .
.*• Do you know whether Storera was advised  by Colonel Hunter or 
advised by you o f  what you had learned o f the s itu ation ?
A. He was advised by Colonel Hunter.
Q. You do not know o f  your own *cnov.ledge that he was advised 
o f  the s itu a tion ?
A. Ho, s i r ,  I do n o t .
4. But you do icnow He was put in communication by Hunter and 
that was at your request? \
« .  I  know he went over there. I talked With him in the 
S h e r i f f 's  o f f i c e  and we came out o f  the door together and X went 
to  my o f f i c e  and he went to  the other o f f i c e ,  and he was s t i l l  up 
there when I got back there.
4 . Did you t o l l  Storme what you thought about the s itu a tion ?
A. I havo no Idea 'whether X did or not*
.4. b id  you t e l l  him anything about what you hau learned from 
bolon e l hunter with re feren ce  to  when and ho., troops cou lu  be ca lle d ?  
A. ho, s i r .
They had been in con ference before  I knew that.
4* Was i t  not your understanding you did not g e t  any under­
standing from C olonel Hunter that the S h e r iff  was the only man that 
cou ld  ask fo r  troop s, did you?
A. That was the way I understood i t ,  yes .
H* has i t  not rather that they did expect the S h e r iff  to  
exhaust a l l  o f  h is  powers?
A. I know now that is  the la v , I did n ot then.
Was that not your understanding o f the meaning o f what 
Hunter saiu to  you?
A. hy understanding was that the* S h e r iff  had to  request the 
tro o p s . At the time I thought that rather unusual but I did not 
know the law. I thought he d id .
You got the understanding, at any rate from yoir conversa­
t io n  to  Hunter concerning troop s, that b e fo re  troops could be ca lle d , 
that the S h e r iff  must demand i t ?
A. That was my understanding.
<!• ^ou learned th is  d i f fe r e n t ly  s in ce , so that you know that 
i s  not so?
A. Yea, s i r ,  I have looked up the ]aw since then.
<1. That is  a l l .
CHAIhUAli: I want to report to the Committee that ILr. F r ie ss , 
night watchman ha3 been found a t  h is  daughter's house. One o f  the 
Sergeant o f  Arms served subpoena and he re fu ses  to come. He snys 
he XsiM does not knew anything about i t  and the deputy returned 
without him. liy judgment is  that the deputy should return  and 
bring him back here. I f  he does n ot come v o lu n ta r ily  he should
t
have a r ig  and brin g  h^m in . I f  there i s  no o b je c t io n  we w il l  give
the Sergeant at. Arms th a t.o rd er . While we are look ing that up we
\
—.frmvft three short witnesses _ ig
b ! _______ :_______■■ :-------------------~ t -
I think we should hear them.
having been f i r s t  duly .sworn, was ca l le d  as a witness, 
examined in ch ie f  by Chairman McCarthy, and t e s t i f i e d  as 
fo l low s :
Q. What is  your name?
A. Ed. Morgan.
Q. What i s  your p o s it io n ?
A. County Judge.
Q. Are you connected with any s o c ia l  organization  in 
the City o f  Herrin?
A. We are connected with several organ izations. I 
suppose you have reference to the Lions Club.
Q. Do you r e c a l l  a dinner given by the Lions Club on 
Tuesday June 20, 1922, at which Col. Hunter talked?
A • X d o . t
Q. Do you remember the sub ject upon which he talked?
A. Well, I cou ld n 't  repeat the words verbatim. He 
talked on the r io t  s itu a t io n .
Q. Could you give the substance o f  what he sa id  with 
reference to the s itu a t io n  -  what i t  was there?
A. He prefaced  h is  remarks with the statement-that he 
was fr ien d ly  to organized labor and that the m ilitary  author­
i t i e s  wanted to co-operate  with the c iv i l -  au th or it ies  in th is  
matter and that, so fa r  as he could see at that time, there 
was no n ecess ity  to  c a l l  in troops.
Q, Did he say anything about having made an in vestigation?
A. He said  he had been down a day or two and had been 
looking the s itu a t io n  over.
0. Was there any report o f  the ta lk  made by him at that
time?
A. You w il l  f in d  i t  in the Herrin News o f  that date.
FURTHER EXAMINATION BY MR. IOOI:
Q. Did Col. Hunter c u l l  on the members o f  the Llone ' 
Club to ask them to co-operate with h i t .
A. It was ju st  a general di a cuss ion and everybody 
agreed they would do a l l  they could to smooth matters over 
between d is in teres ted  p a r t ie e .
Q. Were you in Herrin on June 21, that was Wednesday?
A. Yes, a ir .  I was in Herrin t i l l  about 10:00 o 'c lo c k .
0.. Where did you go then?
A. Out to the Country Club.
Q. Had any stores  been robbed up to that time?
A. They had not.
Q. About what time did you get back?
A. About a quarter to s ix .
Q. Any excitement?
A. Many automobiles were going through town a t ‘ a fa st  
rate o f  speed.
0 . In what d irect ion ?
A. Going south.
Q. Towards Lester s t r ip  mine?
A. Yes, s i r .
Q. Any e f f o r t  to ascerta in  where they were going and 
why they were going?
A. I heard immediately a f te r  supper that there had 
been a truce arranged and that the f i r in g  had stopped and 
everything se tt le d .
Q. And did the machines keep on going through town a f te r
that?
A. Yes, s i r ,  they did . They continued u n t i l  a f te r  I 
went to bed about 1C:30 or 11:00 o 'c l o c k .
Q. Who is  Mr. Davis?
A. I suppose you r e fe r  to William G. Davis, Secretary o f 
the miners' organization in th is  county.
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0 . There ia an orga n iza t ion  in the county?
A. Yea, i t  ia  a separate d i s t r i c t .
Q. And Will iam 0,. Davis ia Secretary?
A. Yea, s i r .
Q. What poBition doea Senator Sneed hold?
A. He is  president in th is  d i s t r i c t .
Q. Was Senator Sneed in town that day?'
A. I think not. He was ca lle d  to S p r in g fie ld  on 
a constable b i l l  and he l e f t  Tuesday evening.
Q. Conatable b i l l ?  Coming up when?
A. He said there was some kind o f  a b i l l  coming up 
and he had to vote on i t .  It seemed to  me he said something 
about a constable b i l l .
Q. That was the Constitutional Convention?
A. I don 't  know what i t  was. I remember him leaving
town.
Q. When did he leave town?
A. Ab I r e c o l le c t ,  i t  was Tuesday.
0. When was the meeting at t?ie Lions Club?
A. Tuesday noon.
Q. Was he there?
A. No, he is  not a member.
Q. He l e f t  town the same day?
A. I think he did.
CHAIRMAN: Was the question o f  troops brought up?
fr
A. Only in th is  way, that he wanted the people to know 
that they were try ing  to co-operate  with the lo c a l  au th orities  
Q. Was anything said at the meeting about asking the 
s h e r i f f  to swear in deputies?
A. Not that I r e c a l l .
Q. Did he say the s h e r i f f  o f  Williamson County t o ld  him 
he had the s itu ation  well in hand.?’
A. Well, from the statements he mads, I gathered
that the lo c a l  au th orities  were able to handle the s itu a ­
tion  and he wanted that word passed out through the town.
Q» He gave you that impression?at the Lions Club?
A. Yes, s i r .
f
Q. And he wanted co-operation  o f  the Lions Clue?
A. As I remember i t ,  the general sentiment o f  the 
Club was to keep down these rumors o f  v io lence that were 
fa ls e  and to keep down any disputes that might occur on the 
s treets  by saying they were fa ls e .
Q. The fa lse  rumors were with re la t ion  to  the incoming 
o f  troops?
4. That was what had been c ir cu la ted .
Q. That was the only ru mor that bothered anybody?
A. I don 't  remember any p a rt icu lar  rumors. There were 
various things in the a ir ,  and the idea *as to quiet that 
down. ,
Q. What rumors .vere there outside o f  the coming o f  
troops? •
A. I don 't  remember any other rumors o f any kind.
Q. Hadn't the miners' organization gone to Sunnyside 
to hold a meeting?
A. I heard o f  i t  in the papers, but know nothing else 
about i t .
Q. When was that meeting held?
A. I don 't  know.
Q. Tuesday or Wednesday?
A. I don 't  know.
Q. Was that meeting held Tuesday, the same day as your
meeting?
A. I cou ldn 't  t e l l  you.
Q. What is  Sunnyside? •
A. A mining camp just west o f  Herrin -  ju st  on the out­
sk ir ts .
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